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29th November 2021

Dear Parents/Guardians

I am sure many of you will have seen the public health announcements over the weekend and in particular the
increased concern over the Omicron COVID-19 variant. Yesterday afternoon the Department for Education (DfE)
announced that, in line with the announcements on face coverings in supermarkets and public transport on
Saturday, from today it is mandatory for face coverings to be worn in school communal areas and on school
transport. As families are aware, these measures are already in operation at Ruislip High School, along with all
students wearing face coverings in classroom environments where social distancing cannot be maintained. I
intend to continue with these enhanced measures for the foreseeable future at the school.

The newly identified Omicron variant is clearly a concern and I am asking all students and staff to maintain social
distancing wherever possible, to continue to test regularly and to take up their vaccinations and booster doses
when they are eligible to do so. I also include the link to the consent form for student vaccinations that I included
in my update from the 19th November 2021. The School Aged Immunisation Service will be attending the school
before the end of term and will be able to vaccinate children provided consent has been given prior to Friday 10th
December 2021. Please click here to access the form. I also include my original letter here as it contains more
information and links to information provided by the NHS.

I can confirm that there has been no change in the current guidance on contact tracing and isolation but it does
seem that any suspected or confirmed close contacts of the Omicron variant will be asked to self-isolate for 10
days regardless of vaccination status or age; Test and Trace will contact individuals directly.

The DfE has also sent updated guidance on Friday afternoon confirming that schools will be asked to test students
on site in January 2022. Although we have conducted this testing a number of times previously, it will again mean
a disrupted start of term and a considerable logistical effort from our testing teams who all have other roles within
the school. I will share more information on this with parents/guardians in my update next week.

Yours sincerely

Gareth Davies

Headteacher
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