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24th October 2025 
 
Dear Parent/Guardians 
 
As we reach the end of what has been another busy and successful half term at the school, I wanted to once again 
thank parents and guardians for the outstanding support shown to the school community. This week has seen a 
number of successful events hosted at the school and I was delighted to see so many Year 11 families at the 
‘preparing for success’ evening on Tuesday. I am convinced that students thrive when home and school are in 
partnership and both the Year 11 evening and last week’s Year 7 tutor evening demonstrated the strong 
partnership we have at Ruislip High School.  
 
Prospective parents  
 
I have had the pleasure over the past three weeks of meeting prospective parents as they have been toured 
around the school by our Year 9 ambassadors. As I wrote after our open evening in September, our students are 
our greatest asset; and it has been a delight to hear them speak about their school experience. The prospective 
parents have been impressed with students’ attitudes to learning and the purposeful atmosphere that 
characterises our school.  
 
Staying safe in the community  
 
With the half term break approaching, I would like to remind everyone of the importance of staying safe in the 
local community. We have had reports of unsafe behaviour in the local area and concerns about the behaviour of 
older youths in the Ruislip community. Here at the school, we work closely with the Metropolitan Police, and I 
would like to share again the advice we received last year from Sergeant Allyson Easton, who provided the 
following advice to families about staying safe and avoiding street crime:  

●​ Where possible students walk/travel in pairs or groups to and from school  
●​ Walk down main roads/routes that are well lit. Avoid going through parks, alleys or other unlit or poorly lit 

areas 
●​ Ensure they are alert to the environment around them, avoid wearing headphones or being distracted by 

mobile phones and other devices  
●​ Students should have a set route to and from school that is discussed with parents and carers 
●​ Parents and carers have a personal safety conversation with their children 
●​ If they are concerned about their safety please call the police. 

 
Safeguarding 
 
All staff at Ruislip High School are committed to ensuring the School is a safe learning environment. Next half 
term, along with other local schools, Ruislip High School intends to continue to use knife arches and drug 
detection dogs, in conjunction with the Metropolitan Police, as a preventative measure, as well as a reminder that 
the school needs to be free from weapons and illegal drugs. I would like to reassure parents and students that this 
is routine practice rather than a response to specific concerns.  I would also like to take this opportunity to assure 
parents that students found in possession of weapons and/or illegal drugs will be considered for permanent 
exclusion. 
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Mobile phone policy  
 
I am delighted with the positive feedback that our change in mobile phone policy for the current Year 7 students 
has received. I have made clear in my talks to prospective parents that this is a policy we will continue next year. I 
do recognise that we have a role in preparing our students for the digital world in which we live, but I also believe 
passionately that many aspects of social media are having a negative impact on our children. In the absence of 
appropriate and much needed regulation, it is important that schools and parents work together to ensure our 
children are kept safe from online harm.  
 
Black History Month  
 
I have been fortunate this week to visit our Black History Month assemblies that have been delivered by our sixth 
form students. I am always incredibly impressed when I witness how confidently and articulately our students 
present to their peers, and the positive and uplifting message about black history they delivered was both 
thought-provoking and inspiring.  
 
Academic success  
 
Last week saw the deadline for Year 13 pupils to apply for Oxbridge, Medicine, Dentistry and Veterinary 
Medicine/Science and I am delighted to share that eleven students have applied to this pathway over a range of 
subjects including Engineering, Music, Biomedical Sciences, Economics, and Physics.  
 
As mentioned in my introduction, I  was also delighted to welcome Year 11 students and parents to our ‘preparing 
for success’ evening on Tuesday 21st October 2025. I always feel it is a balance when talking to Year 11 students 
about emphasising the importance of preparation and revision, while at the same time ensuring that parents and 
students recognise the importance of being balanced: not placing too much pressure on themselves and actively 
looking after their wellbeing while preparing for these important qualifications. I often describe Ruislip High 
School as a seven-year journey, and we will be hosting our annual sixth form open evening on Wednesday 12th 
November 2025. Our sixth form received a record number of applications last year, but I would always emphasise 
to our Year 11 students that this is ‘their school’ and as long as  they achieve the grades needed to meet the entry 
criteria, they will be offered a place should they apply.  
 
Support for Remembrance Day  
 
After half term, our Year 9 ambassadors will be taking the lead in supporting the school’s Remembrance Day 
commemorations, and although we are ordinarily a cashless school, the ambassadors will have a collection box 
from the Royal British Legion that they will be taking around tutor groups from Monday 3rd November 2025. I am 
often humbled at how generous our community is with regard to supporting worthwhile charities and 
organisations, and I have no doubt that this appeal, which  follows closely behind our ‘Wear Red’ to combat 
racism, will raise similar generous amounts.  
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Finally, I would like to wish the whole Ruislip High School community a restful half term. I suspect the next half 
term will be equally busy at the school, but have no doubt the whole community will work together to continue to 
make the school a great and safe place for all. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 

Gareth Davies 
Headteacher 
 
 
Key dates for next half term 
 
Monday 3rd November 2025: Half term begins 
Tuesday 4th November 2025 - Wednesday 5th November 2025: Year 11 art PPE 
Wednesday 5th November 2025: Year 11 & 12 visit to the University of Cambridge 
Thursday 6th November 2025: Presentation evening 
Thursday 6th November 2025 - Friday 7th November 2025: Year 11 textiles PPE 
Friday 7th November 2025: Year 12 & 13 computer science trip 
Monday 10th November 2025: Years 7 - 11 flu vaccinations 
Wednesday 12th November 2025: Sixth form open evening - 5pm-7:30pm 
Thursday 13th November 2025: Year 12 & 13 theatre trip - 4:30pm-10:30pm 
Wednesday 19th November 2025: Years 10, 12 & 13 theatre trip - 4pm-11pm 
Thursday 20th November 2025: Year 13 parents’ evening 4:30pm -7pm 
Tuesday 25th November 2025: VLT sixth form careers/universities fair 
Thursday 27th November 2025 & Friday 28th November 2025: INSET days (school closed to students) 
Monday 1st December 2025: Occasional day (school closed) 
Tuesday 2nd December 2025: Parent Voice meeting (remote) 
Tuesday 2nd December 2025 - Friday 12th December 2025: Year 11 PPEs 
Wednesday 3rd December 2025: Year 7 Christmas film 
Thursday 4th December 2025: Year 9 parents’ evening -  4pm-7pm 
Monday 8th December 2025 - Friday 12th December 2025: Thank you week 
Wednesday 10th December 2025 - Wednesday 17th December 2025: Year 11 MFL speaking PPEs 
Wednesday 10th December 2025: Vanguard Learning Trust Christmas concert - 5pm - 6pm 
Thursday 11th December 2025: Sixth form community event - 4:30pm -7pm 
Thursday 11th December 2025: Winter concert - 5:30pm - 7pm 
Tuesday 16th December 2025 & Wednesday 17th December 2025: Christmas production - 6pm - 7:30pm 
Thursday 18th December 2025: Year 11 London trip 
Wednesday 19th December 2025: Term ends - All students will be dismissed at 12pm 
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