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15th July 2022

Dear Parents/Guardians

Sports Day Monday 18th July 2022 - cancelled due to extreme weather

As I wrote earlier in the week, with the forecast extremely high temperatures early next week, it looked unlikely
that Sports Day could go ahead. As those temperatures are now forecast to be even higher, with the temperature
in the local area on Monday potentially reaching 40oC, I have had to make the decision to cancel Monday’s Sports
Day. I am very disappointed to have to do this, particularly given that we have not run the school’s Sports Day at
the track since 2019 but I trust parents/guardians appreciate that my priority has to be the health and safety of
students and staff. I would like to thank Ms McGuigan, Head of PE, and the PE team for all of the hard work they
had put into preparing for the day and I know students in a number of tutor groups are still completing their tutor
groups banners to be judged at celebration assemblies.

Extreme weather - Monday 18th and Tuesday 19th July 2022

The temperatures are forecast to be exceptionally high at the start of next week and I am making all the
adjustments possible to keep staff and students safe and relatively comfortable throughout the day. There is no
maximum legal temperature, and the Department for Education (DfE) has advised schools to remain open. With
this in mind, on Monday and Tuesday I intend to run the whole school on the timetable typically followed by Year
7 and Year 8 (ie. break at 9.50-10.10am, lunch at 12.10-12.45pm) and close the school at the end of period 4,
meaning all students will be dismissed at 1.45pm. Students in Years 7-9 should still arrive at school by 8.25am and
students in Years 10 and 12 by 8.50am.

I have further made the decision to allow students the option to either wear the summer uniform (usual school
uniform but with no blazer or tie, and top button undone) or to wear PE kit on Monday and Tuesday next week.
Students were notified during period 5 today of this change to ensure that students could bring their PE kit home
over the weekend. Please note that students cannot mix and match school uniform and PE kit. Sixth Form
students may wear loose-fitting clothing and shorts/skirts of acceptable length. I will make a decision about the
uniform for the last two days of term and notify parents/guardians on Tuesday 19th July 2022.

I am also looking to reroom certain lessons from particularly warm classrooms to make full use of air conditioned
classrooms. The PE department will be adjusting their curriculum and there will be no outdoor lessons or
high-exertion activities.

I am making provision for extra water to be available to students at school but I would strongly advise that
students bring in more than one bottle of water. Should students wish to sit outside at social time, they should
apply suncream and aim to stay in the shade.

The weather has most definitely been warm over the course of this week, albeit not as hot as it is forecast to be
next week, and students have been a credit to themselves, both in the manner in which they have adjusted to the
summer uniform and the continued excellent attitudes for learning they are showing in their lessons.

RAG Week - 12th July - 15th July

This week our Year 12 Student Leaders have been running the school's annual Raising and Giving (RAG) week,
helping to raise money for the school's three chosen charities for the year: Scope; Michael Sobell Hospice; and
SwimTayka. Throughout the week, a variety of activities have been taking place for each year group, including a
penalty shoot out competition and a table tennis competition. In addition, Year 7s took part in an after-school
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treasure hunt around the grounds of the school. I would like to thank the Sixth Form students, particularly the
Student Leadership Team, the students in Years 7-10 who took part in the activities and parents/guardians for the
generous donations. We look set to raise hundreds of pounds for our school charities and I would like to thank Mr
Amos, Assistant Head of Year 13, and the Sixth Form team, for their hard work.

Summer Arts Evening - Wednesday 13th July

On Wednesday 13th July 2022, the Ruislip High School community was treated to an evening of culture, at our
Summer Arts Evening, celebrating the achievements of students across the music, art, drama and media studies
departments. The evening began with all guests being invited to take part in a live art exhibit followed by a
programme of performances from the school production cast, GCSE drama students, the school choir, the school
band and the school orchestra. I would like to thank Mrs Ohana, Assistant Headteacher, for leading on the event,
and also thank the students, parents/guardians and staff who worked so hard to ensure the event was a success.

Science magic show - Monday 11th July 2022

On Monday 11th July 2022 there was an extra special treat for students in Year 7, 8 and 9, Dr Pritchard from
‘Science Magic Shows’ came to give our students a show. The money provided for this activity came from the Jack
Petchey fund and we are incredibly grateful to be able to give this opportunity to our students. The students learnt
about centre of mass and density in a fun and interactive way. The aim of the session was to ensure students
recognised the need to ask questions and not accept observations on face value. I would like to thank Miss Hide,
Director of Science, for organising this event.

HS2 - works on West End Road

Some parents/guardians may have already seen the information about HS2 works this summer (click here). These
will particularly affect the area around the school from 15th August to 11th September 2022, with one lane due to
be closed on West End Road and the suspension of the bus stops nearest the school. I have been in contact with
Matthew Edgar, Stakeholder Manager at HS2 to request more information, but please be aware that there is likely
to be significant disruption in the local area at the start of the new academic year.

End of term arrangements

Students’ last day will be Thursday 21st July 2022 when they will be dismissed at the following times:

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 12

Dismissal time 12:10 12:10 12:10 12:00 12:00

Finally, I hope all of our school community is able to enjoy the sunshine over the weekend.

Yours sincerely

Gareth Davies

Headteacher
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