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10th December 2021

Dear Parents/Guardians

I am sure many families will have read the updated guidance from the government regarding COVID-19. This does
not currently affect the protocols at Ruislip High School and we will continue to wear masks for the rest of this
term. Unless the situation significantly changes over the Christmas period, we will continue to wear masks when
we return in January. Whilst we have a plentiful supply of masks in school, I would like to remind families that
students should bring their own mask into school each day. Too many students are expecting the school to provide
face coverings and, whilst we do not wish to sanction students for not having a mask, I would appreciate the full
support of families with our COVID-19 measures.

COVID-19 testing January 2022

Part of the updated government guidance includes the direction from the Department for Education (DfE) for
schools to test students on our return in January 2022. This does affect the start of term and I trust
parents/guardians appreciate the challenges of continuing to run the school whilst putting in place measures to
reduce the spread of COVID-19.

Students in Years 11 and 13 will be invited to attend school to take a lateral flow test during the INSET day on
Tuesday 4th January 2022. This will allow students in these two key examination year groups to start school as
planned on Wednesday 5th January 2022. Students in Year 7 will be invited to take a lateral flow test during the
first part of Wednesday 5th January 2022 and will remain in school following their negative test result. Students in
Years 8-10 and 12 will be invited to take a lateral flow test during the day on Wednesday 5th January 2022 and will
start back on Thursday 6th January 2022. Please click here to see the testing schedule in full.

HS2 - disruption in January

I have been notified of planned exploratory works linked to HS2 on the area of West End Road near the Parade
during January 2022 which will involve road closures. In particular, from Monday 10th January 2022 it is likely that
Sidmouth Drive will be closed between New Pond Parade Service Road and West End Road. Whilst there will be
full access to the school from Victoria Road, I anticipate that the closures will cause significant disruption. Please
ensure your child walks to school should they be able to do so, and leaves extra time for their journey on all
counts. I am in regular discussion with the local council and HS2 team regarding the impact these decisions will
have on our community.

Christmas lunch - Wednesday 15th December 2021

Christmas lunch will take place on Wednesday 15th December 2021. There is no need to pre-order the lunch;
Christmas lunch can be purchased in the usual manner on the day. The cost of the Christmas lunch will be £3.50
for students. This will include a traditional Christmas lunch (with a vegetarian alternative), pudding, drink and a
cracker (click here for the full menu).  As students may also wish to purchase breakfast or a snack at break time,
the daily student spend limit of £5 will be increased to £6 for the day of the Christmas lunch. Students who receive
free school meals will be entitled to the Christmas lunch. There will be a limited selection of sandwiches and
drinks to purchase as an alternative to the Christmas lunch.
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End of term arrangements

Students’ last day will be Friday 17th December 2021 when they will be dismissed at the following times:

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Sixth
Form

Dismissal time 12:10 12:10 12:10 12:00 12:00 12:00

Vaping

It has been brought to my attention that some students are attempting to buy vapes from shops close to the
school following pressure to try vaping through social media. Students will be spoken to about vaping in tutorials
and through assemblies and I would encourage parents/guardians to speak to your child about the dangers of
vaping and the use of social media.

Online safety

I have been asked by the London Borough of Hillingdon to share details of their forthcoming Facebook LIve drop-in
for parents/guardians which will take place on Monday 20th December 2021 at 7pm (click here for full details).
Some students may receive new devices, games consoles and phones for Christmas and the drop-in will provide
advice regarding staying safe online and offline. There will also be discussion of how parents/guardians can help
with bullying, relationships, criminal and sexual exploitation and starting tricky conversations. To sign up, please
click here and the resources from the evening can be found by clicking here.

Finally, I would like to say a particular thank you and well done to families of students in Years 10 and 11 who have
been undertaking pre-public examinations this week. I am conscious that this time is stressful for students (and
their families) and students have been working incredibly hard to prepare for the examinations and shown
exemplary behaviour when following our examination protocols. Please do contact your child’s Head of Year via
the main school office if you feel your child is particularly worried about the PPEs.

I wish all families a restful weekend.

Yours sincerely

Gareth Davies

Headteacher
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