
Geography 2022-2023

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Year 7 Unit 1: Introduction to
Geography and Atlas
Skills:
● Recognising

countries and
continents;
understanding
regions; using
latitude and
longitude.

Unit 2: Water, Rivers
and Flooding:
● River landscapes:

How the UK’s
longest river, the
Severn, changes
from its source to
its mouth. How is
fresh water
provided in the
UK?

● The causes of
flooding and how
we try to manage
floods in the UK.

Unit 3: Map Skills
and the British Isles:

● What is an
Ordnance
Survey map?

● Understandi
ng OS map
symbols,
grid
references,
direction,
scale, relief.

● The physical
and human
geography
of the British
Isles.

● The
difference
between
Great
Britain, the
United
Kingdom
and the
British Isles.

Unit 4: Cold
Environments:
● The world’s

main mountain
ranges
(Himalayas,
Rockies and
Andes).

● Glaciers.
● The 1953 British

expedition to
climb Mount
Everest.

● Why is Mount
Everest under
pressure today?

● The continent of
Antarctica.

● The 1911-12
race to the
South Pole. How
is the continent
managed today
under the
Antarctic
Treaty?

Unit 5: Settlement:
● Settlement

siting factors.
● How did Ruislip

develop along
with the growth
of the London
Underground?

● Historic photos
and maps of
Ruislip.

● The world’s
biggest cities.

● Urbanisation
trends.

Unit 6: Coasts and
oceans:
● Why are oceans

important for
travel and world
trade?

● Container ports.
● Coastal

processes and
landforms.

● Jurassic Coast
World Heritage
Site case study.

● Coastal
management.

Unit 7: Ecosystems
and biodiversity:
● What are the

world’s major
ecosystems?

● Tropical
rainforest, hot
desert,
deciduous
forest,
coniferous
forest.

● How are plants
and animals
adapted to each
ecosystem?

● What are the
threats to
biodiversity?

● How can
biodiversity be
protected?

Year 8 Unit 1: Plate Tectonics Unit 2: Earthquakes Unit 3: Japan: Unit 5: Energy Unit 6: Weather, Unit 7: Journey



and Volcanoes:
● The meaning of

the Earth’s crust,
mantle, outer
core and inner
core. What is the
plate tectonics
theory? Famous
volcanoes and the
impacts they have
caused, e.g.
Kilauea (Hawaii),
Pinatubo
(Philippines),
Krakatoa
(Indonesia). Case
study of
Montserrat
(Soufriere Hills
volcano).

● What is a
supervolcano?
Yellowstone
National park
example.

and Tsunamis:
● How does the

San Andreas
Fault cause
earthquake risk
in California?

● How can
buildings be
designed to
have less risk of
falling down in
an earthquake?

● What is a
tsunami and
how can they be
caused by
earthquakes?
How else can
tsunamis be
caused?

● What happened
in the 2004
Indian Ocean
tsunami?

● How has
tsunami
management
improved since
then?

● The main
physical
features of
Japan, for
example Mount
Fuji and how
many islands
make up the
country.

● The human
geography of
Japan such as its
population,
major cities and
culture.

Unit 4: Population:
● The population

of the UK and
how it compares
to the world’s
most populated
countries. Why
is the world’s
population
changing?

● Why do some
countries have
declining
populations?

resources:
● How long

fossil fuels
might last
(coal, oil and
natural gas).

● Forms of
renewable
energy, such
as
hydro-electri
c power
stations.

● Why is the
UK is the
world leader
in offshore
wind farms?

● Why is the
UK building
a new
nuclear
power
station?
(Hinkley
Point C).

● Why is Drax
power
station
burning
more
biomass
than coal?

climate and climate
change:
● What is

meteorology?
● How are

weather
forecasts made?

● How can we
understand
weather
forecasts?

● The causes of
climate change,
e.g. the
enhanced
greenhouse
effect.

● The effects of
climate change,
for example sea
level rise
affecting
low-lying
islands.

● How is the
world
responding to
the climate
change
challenge?

through Europe and
Africa:
● How many

countries does
Europe have?
What are the
continent’s
main human
and physical
features?

● What is the
European
Union?

● What is the
Pompeii story?

● How many
countries does
Africa have?
What are the
continent’s
main human
and physical
features? Why
are countries
such as China
investing in
Africa?

Year 9 Unit 1: International
Development:

Unit 2: South
America and Brazil:

Unit 3: Globalisation
and Earning a Living:

Unit 4: Superpower
Geography:

Unit 5: Geography of
conflicts:

Unit 6: Geography of
tourism:



● How can key
indicators help
determine a
country’s level of
development –
e.g. GDP, HDI and
life expectancy?

● How can trade
affect
development?

● How can natural
disasters affect
development?

● What is a shanty
town? How can
the living
conditions in
shanty towns be
improved?

● What are the UN
Sustainable
Development
Goals?

● What does
‘Factfullness’ by
Hans Rosling tell
us about the
world getting
better?

● Where is
South
America?
What
countries
are in this
continent?
What are its
main
physical
features,
such as
mountain
ranges and
waterfalls?

● Where is
Brazil, how
many
people live
in this
country and
what are its
main cities?

● How
important is
Brazil on the
international
stage?

● Why is
deforestatio
n an issue in
the Amazon
Rainforest
and what is
being done

● What is the
concept of
‘globalisation’

● How ‘global’ you
are in what you
eat and wear?

● Trans-national
company
examples: Nike
and Apple.

● What are the
positives and
negatives of
globalisation?

● The main UK
industries and
employment
sectors.

● What is a
superpower
country?

● To what extent
is the USA the
world’s main
superpower
country?

● To what extent
do Russia, India
and China
challenge the
USA as
superpower
countries?

● Students
investigate:

● HS2
● Airport capacity

in south-east
England and the
Heathrow Third
Runway Debate.

● Why is there
disagreement
over the
Falkland
Islands?

● Should Canada
continue to
develop the tar
sands region?

Unit 6: The Middle
East:
● What is the

physical and
human
geography of
the Middle
East?

● Why is this
region
important? How
is it changing?

● The
development of
Blackpool as a
UK coastal
resort.

● The growth of
international
tourism.

● The world
tourism top 10 -
why is the UK in
this list?

● The positives
and negatives of
tourism in the
Galapagos
Islands.



to tackle it?

Year 10 Paper 1a: The Challenge of Natural Hazards.
Key case studies include:
● Nepal earthquake, 2015.
● Japan earthquake and tsunami, 2011.
● Typhoon Haiyan, Philippines, 2013.
● Extreme weather in the UK. Boscastle

example, 2004.
● Climate change causes and management .

Paper 1b: The Living
World. Key case
studies include:
● Pond

ecosystems in
the UK.

● Life in Svalbard
(a cold
environment).

● The Amazon
Rainforest.

Paper 1c: Physical
Landscapes in the
UK. Key case studies
include:
● The course of a

UK river (River
Severn).

● A UK flood
management
scheme
(Boscastle).

● UK stretch of
coastline
(Dorset coast
around
Hengistbury
Head).

● Coastal
management
(Hengistbury
Head).

Paper 2a: Urban
Issues and
Challenges. Key case
studies include:
● Rio de Janeiro,

Brazil.

London:
● Sustainable

urban living
with a focus on
London’s East
Village.

Paper 3b: Fieldwork
Enquiries:

● Understanding
fieldwork.

● Data collection
and
presentation.

● Physical
geography
inquiry.

● Human
geography
inquiry.

● South coast field
trip.

Year 11
Continue Paper 3b: Fieldwork Enquiries.

● Follow-up from South coast field trip.
Paper 2b: Changing Economic World. Key case
studies include:
● The changing economy of Brazil.
● The changing economy of the UK.
● How can tourism help Jamaica develop?

Paper 2c: Challenge
of Resource
Management. Key
case studies include:
● To what extent

does the UK
have energy
security?

Fossil fuel extraction:
● Canada’s oil

sands region.

Paper 3a: Issue
evaluation:
● Based on a

pre-released
document from
the exam board
AQA.

Revision and exam preparation.

● Focus on each topic’s PLC (personal
learning checklist).



● Sustainable
energy in Peru.

Year 12 Physical Geography (Paper 1): Hazards
This topic includes:
● The Park Model of human responses to

hazards.
● The Hazard Management Cycle.
● Key topic case studies in relation to hazard

management: Montserrat volcano, Nepal
earthquake 2015, Typhoon Haiyan 2013,
Superstorm Sandy 2012, California
wildfires 2017-18.

Human Geography (Paper 2): Changing Places
This topic includes:
● The concept of place, as described by

academics such as Edward Relph, Yi-Fu

Tuan and James Kunstler.

● The changing nature of these place

examples: Wembley Park, Stratford (east

London), London Docklands, Salford Quays

(Greater Manchester), Croyde (Devon),

the New York City High Line urban park

project.

● The two main case studies: Ruislip (local

place) and Detroit (distant place). For each

case study, there is a focus on people's

lived experience in the past and at

present, economic change and social

inequalities.

Physical Geography (Paper 1): Coastal
systems and landscapes
This topic includes:
● Coasts as natural systems, coastal

systems and processes, coastal
landscape development and coastal
management.

● Key case studies: the changing Norfolk
coastline; coastal management in west
Sussex and Dorset.

● Coastal management in Asia with a focus
on Bangladesh.

Human Geography (Paper 2):  Resource
Security
This topic includes:
● The management of energy, water and

mineral resources.
● Case studies: energy resources in New

Zealand, Canada and the UK.
● Case studies: water conflicts in the UK,

Australia and in northern Africa.
● Case studies: iron ore mining in Brazil

and Australia.

Geographical statistics skills
This topic includes:
● Measures of central tendency (mean,

mode, median); measures of dispersion
(range, interquartile range, standard
deviation).

● Inferential and relational statistics:

AQA syllabus continued:
● Human: Resource Security.
● Physical: Coastal Systems and

Landscapes.
● Field trip (June of Year 12): Coastal

management on the Norfolk
coastline.



Spearman’s rank correlation and others.

Year 13 Continue Unit 3: Independent Fieldwork
Investigation (continued from the Year 12 field
trip to Norfolk).

Physical Geography (Paper 1): Water and
Carbon Cycles.
This topic includes:
● Water and carbon cycles as natural

systems; water cycle, carbon cycle, climate
and life on Earth.

● Case study: a tropical rainforest setting
(Amazon) to illustrate and analyse key
themes in water and carbon cycles and
their relationship to environmental
change and human activity.

● Case study: a river catchment(s) at a local
scale (Boscastle). Engage with field data
and consider the impact of precipitation
upon drainage basin stores and transfers
and implications for sustainable water
supply and/or flooding.

Human Geography (Paper 2): Global Systems
and Global Governance.
This topic includes:
● Globalisation; global systems;

international trade and access to markets.
● Case study: a specified TNC and its

impacts on those countries in which it
operates (Apple technology).

● Case study: World trade in at least one
food commodity (bananas).

● Case study: the governance of

Continued from the autumn term:

Physical Geography (Paper 1): Water and
Carbon Cycles.
See details, left.

Human Geography (Paper 2): Global Systems
and Global Governance.
See details, left.

Revision and exam preparation using the PLC
for each topic (personal learning checklist).

Revision and exam preparation.

This is based on PLCs (personal learning

checklists) and bespoke revision guides made

by the department.



Antarctica as a ‘global common’ with particular
reference to the Antarctic Treaty.


