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School Accessibility Plan (2016)

Definition of Disability

Disability is defined in the Equality Act 2010 as

“A person has a disability if he or she has a physical or mental impairment that
has a substantial and long-term adverse effect on his or her ability to carry out
normal day to day activities.”

The definition is broad and includes children with a wide range of impairments,
including learning disabilities, dyslexia, autism, speech and language
impairments, Attention Deficit and Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), diabetes or
epilepsy, where the effect of the impairment on the student’s ability to carry out
normal day-to-day activities is adverse, substantial and long-term.

Key Objective

To reduce and eliminate barriers which restrict students’ access to the curriculum
and participation in the school community.

Principles

The school recognises its duty:

● not to discriminate against disabled students in admissions, exclusions, and
provision of education and associated services;

● not to treat disabled students less favourably;

● to take reasonable steps to avoid putting disabled students at a substantial
disadvantage;

● to publish an Accessibility Plan.

The school will:-

● Recognise and value parents’ knowledge of their child’s disability and its effect on
his/her ability to carry out normal activities, and respects the parents’ and child’s
right to confidentiality;

● Provide all students with a broad and balanced curriculum, differentiated and with
reasonable adjustments in order to meet the needs of individual students This
curriculum endorses the key principles of:

● setting suitable learning challenges;
● responding to students’ diverse learning needs;
● overcoming potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals and

groups of students.
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Activities

Education & related activities

The school will continue to seek and follow the advice of LEA services, such as Special
Education and Disability Needs (SEND) teachers/ advisors, and other appropriate
health professionals and consultants.

Physical environment

The school will take account of the needs of students and visitors with physical
difficulties and sensory impairments when planning and undertaking future
improvements and refurbishments of the site and premises, such as improved
access, lighting, acoustic treatment, colour schemes, and more accessible
facilities and fittings.

Provision of information

The school will make itself aware of local services, including those provided
through the LEA, for providing information in alternative formats when required or
requested.

Financial planning and control

The Headteacher and Senior Leadership Team, together with the Finance
Committee will review the financial implications of the School Accessibility Plan
as part of the normal budget review process.

Action Plan

The school will publish an Action Plan outlining short, medium and long term targets to
ensure the aims of the key objectives of the Accessibility Plan is met (Appendix A)

Targets Achieved

The school has achieved all of the targets set in the 2016-19 plan and these will form the
basis of targets for 2019-2022 plan.

Current Plans

For the latest planned accessibility targets and time frames please see
Appendix A

Plan Availability

The school makes its Accessibility Plan available in the following ways:

● A copy is posted on the school website;
● A copy can be emailed or posted on request.
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Appendix A – Accessibility Plan 2019 – 22

Objective Strategy Outcome

Physical Access

Monitor the accessibility of the school site for all
users and ensure appropriate reasonable
adjustments are made, particularly during the
building works.

Site staff and external contractors to regularly
service and monitor. SENCO and LSF will
regularly discuss the accessibility of the school
during the building works in meetings. Health
and Safety is a regular item at all meetings,
including SLT, faculty and line management
meetings. Feedback from all stakeholders is
encouraged via a dedicated email address.
Weekly updates will be sent to all staff via the
weekly information bulletin (WIB).

The school site will be accessible to all
members of the school community.

Personal emergency evacuation plans (PEEPs)
to be checked and information disseminated to
relevant staff

Relevant staff are trained to formulate effective
PEEPs

Effective PEEPs are in place for all students
who require one.
Students and their parents are part of the PEEP
planning meeting process

Adaptation to the buildings as required for
individuals e.g. extra handrails, lighting, blinds,
sound systems

Adaptions will be made for the requirements of
students

Adaptations allow students to access the
curriculum

Provide/install specialist equipment and
furniture as needed

Review provision annually or as need arises Specialist equipment and furniture in place as
required in EHC plans. Staff workplace
assessments undertaken as required and
reasonable adjustments made.
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The school expansion project will be completed
by September 2020 and will include 2 Special
Resource Provisions (SRPs).

Site staff and external contractors to regularly
service and monitor the building process. The
SENCO will be regularly involved in the
organisation of the planning of the SRPs.

The new build will be accessible to all members
of the school community and meet the needs of
the students who attend the SRPs.

Access to the Curriculum

Develop outstanding planning and provision for
teaching and learning for disabled students

The SENCo will be aware of special
requirements or adaptations prior to admission
in order to allow student full access to the
curriculum through consultation paperwork from
the local authority and discussion with primary
schools and families.

Students have a positive transition to
secondary.

Access advice from external partners, eg.
Speech and Language Service, Occupational
Therapist and Physiotherapist

SENCo to liaise with appropriate agencies and
access advice as and when necessary.

Students have a positive transition to
secondary. Existing students are able to access
the curriculum and receive appropriate support

Ensure EHCPs are published on SIMS and
inform staff of the specific needs of individual
students

At each annual review EHCPs are reviewed and
then published on SIMS.

The specific needs of individual students are
communicated and staff are aware of needs of
all students in their care

Schemes of Work are appropriate for the needs
of all learners and there are differentiated
resources

TAs have been deployed to faculty areas and
will work with their faculty to ensure that
resources are differentiated accordingly.
Intervention group to run in KS3 for those
students with significant literacy/numeracy
needs.

Students are able to access the curriculum and
differentiated resources will be created for
individuals

Train staff according to the needs of individual
disabled students

In September or when students join the school
the SENCo will deliver appropriate training and
strategies to ensure support is in place for
students. All SEN students have individual
passports which are updated by all stakeholders
annually in the autumn term during a twilight
INSET time.

Students will have a positive transition from
primary to secondary school. Staff will feel
confident and will have a good understanding of
how to support and challenge students to
achieve their best.
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Access to written communication

Improve access to written information for
disabled students / staff and members of the
community

Enlarged worksheets, exam papers etc, to be
made available for VI students.
Auditory information will be presented for
hearing impaired. Language will be simplified
where necessary and work differentiated

Disabled students have access to assessments,
examinations and curriculum materials

School to seek advice and where appropriate,
borrow or purchase equipment from support
services

Reviewed annually or as need arises Disabled students have access to assessments,
examinations and curriculum materials

Students will be assessed for suitable access
arrangements for examinations. This may
include the provision of a reader, extra time,
word processing facilities, etc

The SENCo to work closely with the KS4 /
exams team to ensure that students are
assessed and access arrangements are in
place where needed

Disabled students have access to assessments,
examinations and curriculum materials
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