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Key area 1: AO3  
 

High-level responses 
Q1, Paper 1, Summer 2022  
1C: The Tudors 1485-1603 

 
We are unable to display Extract B for copyright reasons.

 
Henry VII by R Lockyer and Andrew Thrush © 1997. Informa UK Limited. Reproduced by 
permission of Taylor & Francis Group via PLSClear. 
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Student A, Q1, Paper 1C, Summer 2022  
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Commentary 
This script demonstrates a very good understanding of each of the extracts. There is additionally a 
focus on evaluation from the outset and a heavy, but appropriate, use of phrases such as 
‘convincing’. Views are supported by means of good, specific factual information and short but 
focused quotes from the extracts. The evaluation is thus supported, although there are still some 
assertive statements, especially for Extract C. The view is balanced and goes beyond simply 
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describing the period or the extract. As demanded at the very highest level, the consistent direction 
of this answer is an evaluative one with evidence used to support judgement. 

Level: 5, Mark: 27 
 
 
Paper 1H, Tsarist and Communist Russia, 1855–1964 
 
For Extracts A–C, please see Paper 1H, pages 2–3.  
 

 
 
Student B, Q1, Paper 1H, Summer 2022 
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Commentary 
This response relies heavily on detailed factual support in order to establish a good, substantiated 
judgement about each of the three extracts. At times, there is perhaps slightly too extensive use of 
knowledge to the detriment of the core task of evaluation – although the analytical task is never 
entirely lost sight of. This treatment of each of the extracts is broadly even and, whilst slightly 
formulaic, is balanced and illustrates a good understanding of the key arguments of each. The 
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response is plainly not descriptive in nature, but instead successfully establishes an answer from 
the outset as demanded of the highest level. 

Level: 5, Mark: 25 
 
Student C, Q1, Paper 1H, Summer 2022  
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Commentary 
This is a strong response, reduced only a couple of marks away from full marks due to some 
difficulty in Source B and lack of clarity of judgement. This should not, however, detract from what 
is plainly a focused and well-supported piece. It is clear that both the period and also each of the 
three extracts have been understand and that an evaluation runs through the response. The 
judgement is in addition balanced, as there is a successful attempt to challenge and/or to 
corroborate the arguments found. The use of quotation is very good; it is short and pithy but 
effectively supports the argument being advanced by the candidate, rather than simply being used 
to illustrate a point. When there is perhaps a tendency to use heavy contextual detail, this is then 
referenced back to the overall argument about how convincing the arguments in the extract are.  

Level: 5, Mark: 28  
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Mid-/low-level responses 
Student A, Q1, Paper 1C, Summer 2022  
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Commentary 
This is a good example of a response that seems to struggle to understand the demands of this 
question. There is sound knowledge of the period and obviously a good level of factual recall. 
However, and especially for Extract B, the student does not use this knowledge to evaluate or to 
analyse. In fact, at times the student loses sight of the extract entirely. Knowledge should clearly 
be used with a purpose in mind – namely to support or to refute identified opinions. In this 
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response, the student is unaware of how this knowledge should be used. Compounding the 
difficulty is that at least one of the extracts, A, is misunderstood and consequently the student 
embarks on a very generalised and assertive overview that lacks specific relation to the extract 
itself. Level 2 is an appropriate mark here, as there is evidence that some of the extracts have 
been understood and also there is a good knowledge of the period itself. This is especially true for 
Extract C. 

Level: 2, Mark: 9 
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Student B, Q1, Paper 1C, Summer 2022  
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Commentary 
This response has elements of evaluation and analysis and hence deserves to be placed in Level 
3. Extracts B and C have been understood, but the understanding of what is in A is jumbled and 
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not entirely focused on the historical issue identified in the question. This becomes something of a 
theme for this response in which, whilst there is an appreciation of the extracts, there is little that is 
in depth or detailed. This generalised approach is reinforced by a somewhat superficial use of 
subject knowledge, which does support argument but lacks the standard of depth and precision 
that might be expected of an outstanding script. A little more effective linkage between knowledge 
and arguments in the extracts would have lifted marks here and perhaps a careful effort to ensure 
that the arguments within the extracts had been fully appreciated. 

Level: 3, Mark: 14  
Student C, Q1, Paper 1H, Summer 2022  
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Commentary 
This is a rather short response, which possibly this reflects the insufficient use of good contextual 
knowledge by the student. There is understanding of each of the extracts in relation to the 
historical theme set in the question. There is also some good, short quotation to support this 
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assertion about the overall or main thesis of each extract. However, the evaluation and analysis is 
weakened as a result of knowledge that is either not specific enough or does not keenly link to the 
actual argument identified. Where the knowledge does link, it is reasonable to conclude that the 
candidate is able to extract argument and to evaluate as demanded by Level 3. However this is not 
done convincingly largely as a result of the amount of contextual knowledge; hence it cannot go to 
a higher level. 

(Level: 3, Mark: 16) 
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Key area 2: AO1 
 

High level responses  
Questions 02, 03, 04, Paper 1, Summer 2022 1J The British Empire, c1857–
1967 
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Student A  Q4, Paper 1J, Summer 2022 
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Commentary 
The student has produced a largely analytical piece that has a sound range of factors, most of 
which are linked to the question set. The argument is balanced and moves away from description. 
In fact, there is a clear argument established, even if this is not always fully supported. The 
analysis is enough to push into Level 4 as it is balanced and supported. However, the lack of 
sophistication and depth of support prevents the response form going higher. In addition, there is a 
tendency for the student to report argument rather than to powerfully express their own opinion. At 
times, this comes close to a description of the views of others rather than a powerful exposition of 
view. This further limits the marks awarded. 

Level: 4, Mark: 18  
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Student B, Q3, Paper 1J, Summer 2022  
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Commentary 
This response clearly establishes an argument from the very outset and maintains it as the piece 
develops. This analytical direction is thoroughly and convincingly supported by good contextual 
knowledge that is, in almost all cases, used to directly reinforce opinion being expressed. The few 
occasions in which the knowledge comes to dominate accounts for the slight reduction in marks for 
this essay. However, this does not detract from the impression of a well-balanced and judgemental 
piece that is focused on proving a point form the very outset.  

Level: 5, Mark: 23 
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Student C, Q2, Paper 1J, Summer 2022 
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Commentary 
The clear strength of this response is the attempt to answer all aspects of the set question. There 
is range of knowledge and a very good attempt to include a variety of factors. This does possibly 
weaken some of the powerful focus established at the outset and the original examiner correctly 
identifies that some of the factors have only a tenuous link. Knowledge is, however, generally used 
well to support a thesis advanced by the student. This response clearly moves beyond simple 
description or summary, but towards the end of the piece especially there is a more generalised 
attempt to support argument and this is where some of the more obscure links are made. It’s 
possible that more time spent on the initial themes would have secured higher marks. However, 
this remains a keenly analytical piece, which is evaluative form the outset and provides a good and 
substantiated answer to the set question.   

Level: 5, Mark: 22  
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Mid-/low-level response(s) 
 
Student A Q2, Paper 1L, Summer 2022  
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Commentary 
This response begins in a promising fashion with an attempt to provide an answer to the set 
question in a short and focused introduction. However, subsequent attempts to prove this 
judgement are weak as the student either lacked the specific knowledge necessary or had difficulty 
linking events to possible judgements. Whilst the level of knowledge is generally good, the level of 
understanding is much less convincing and some of the information used is only loosely linked to 
the set question. In addition, much of this knowledge, even for a breadth question, was too 
superficial to really support an effective argument. The lack of balance further reduces the marks 
available to this response. There are elements of analysis and there is an attempted evaluation, 
and hence the mark should be above Level 2, but the judgement is not convincingly supported and 
so it remains in Level 3. 

Level: 3, Mark: 13 
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Student B, Q4, Paper 1L, Summer 2022 
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Commentary 
This response struggles to make effective links to the question. Whilst there is an assertive 
opening which does appear to show understanding, very little of the material then used is linked to 
the question set. On the surface, this appears a sound response form a student with some 
understanding or knowledge of the period. However very little of this knowledge moves beyond the 
generalised. It’s difficult, therefore, to conclude that the question has been fully understood. The 
brief occasions in which there is an attempt to make a link is enough to lift out of Level 1, but there 
is little to suggest that the response is even descriptive of the themes or issues of the period; 
therefore it cannot advance far into Level 2. 

Level: 2, Mark: 6  
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Student C, Q4, Paper 1G, Summer 2022 
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Commentary 
This is something of a mix between a descriptive answer and an overly assertive attempt to 
address the focus. This combination produces a largely unconvincing response. Whilst there is 
certainly a view/judgement offered at the outset, this is not supported by good and precise subject 
knowledge. In fact, the support offered tends to be further opinion or generalised statement and 
there is very little use of factual material. When precise factual material is utilised, for example in 
the second paragraph, this is not clearly linked to supporting an argument or judgement. Hence it 
remains descriptive as found at Level 2. The full demands of the question are not therefore 
addressed and there are in addition some notable gaps in the chronology. This further limits the 
marks available for breadth questions which need to convey an awareness of the full period set in 
the question. 

Level: 2, Mark: 10 
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Contact us 
 
Our friendly team will be happy to support you between 8am and 5pm, Monday to Friday. 
 
Tel: 0161 958 3865 
Email: history@aqa.org.uk 
Twitter: @AQA 
 
aqa.org.uk 
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