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Key area 1: AO3

High-level responses
Q1, Paper 1, Summer 2022
1C: The Tudors 1485-1603

Extract A

Henry VII's character, silent and jealous, resulted in a steady drift towards absolute royal
control. Although he based his right to the throne solely on parliamentary title, his main
concern was the accumulation of treasure which would relieve him of the need to call
parliament. Henry was both grasping and mean, and money was hoarded. A wide range

of sources of income was exploited; benevolences were revived, and Morton extorted 5
gifts to Henry's Exchequer. So successful were these efforts that at the end of his reign
Henry was able to bequeath a hoard of two million pounds to his successor.

Furthermore, Henry VIl broke the power of the magnates; limits on retaining were

enforced with the utmost severity, as seen when the Earl of Oxford, a significant

supporter of the King, was fined £10000. Henry VIl also revived the criminal jurisdiction 10
of the Royal Council and enabled justices of the peace to try without juries.

Adapted from JR Green, A Short History of the English People, 1874

We are unable to display Extract B for copyright reasons.

Extract C

Henry VIl was never an absolute monarch. He may have wished to rule in the manner

which he had observed whilst in exile in Brittany and France, and to impose formality on

the Court, but his power and authority in England were limited by custom and law. Even

if he had wished to sweep away these barriers, he could not have done so. He had no
police force and no standing army. In times of danger, even more than in times of peace, 5
he was dependent on the support of property owners. Equally, his administration was
decentralised rather than concentrated in the capital. The facts of geography and poor
communications were largely responsible for this and compelled the King to devolve
responsibility to men on the spot. The Council could advise, encourage, warn, and

threaten, but in the last analysis, in local government, Henry was dependent on the 10
co-operation of the political nation.

Adapted from R Lockyer, Henry VII, 1997

Using your understanding of the historical context, assess how convincing the

arguments in these three extracts are in relation to Henry VII.
[30 marks]

Henry VII by R Lockyer and Andrew Thrush © 1997. Informa UK Limited. Reproduced by
permission of Taylor & Francis Group via PLSClear.
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Commentary

This script demonstrates a very good understanding of each of the extracts. There is additionally a

focus on evaluation from the outset and a heavy, but appropriate, use of phrases such as

‘convincing’. Views are supported by means of good, specific factual information and short but
focused quotes from the extracts. The evaluation is thus supported, although there are still some

assertive statements, especially for Extract C. The view is balanced and goes beyond simply
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describing the period or the extract. As demanded at the very highest level, the consistent direction
of this answer is an evaluative one with evidence used to support judgement.
Level: 5, Mark: 27

Paper 1H, Tsarist and Communist Russia, 1855-1964

For Extracts A-C, please see Paper 1H, pages 2-3.

Using your understanding of the historical context, assess how convincing the
arguments in these three extracts are in relation to the development of the Soviet
economy in the years 1921 to 1941.
[30 marks]

Student B, Q1, Paper 1H, Summer 2022
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Commentary

This response relies heavily on detailed factual support in order to establish a good, substantiated
judgement about each of the three extracts. At times, there is perhaps slightly too extensive use of
knowledge to the detriment of the core task of evaluation — although the analytical task is never
entirely lost sight of. This treatment of each of the extracts is broadly even and, whilst slightly
formulaic, is balanced and illustrates a good understanding of the key arguments of each. The

i el

There is good,
and in places
very good,
understanding
here and the
contextual
support is
strong and
well used. Slig

© 2022 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. 15 of 62



response is plainly not descriptive in nature, but instead successfully establishes an answer from

the outset as demanded of the highest level.
Level: 5, Mark: 25

Student C, Q1, Paper 1H, Summer 2022
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Shows good LT derstanding and evaluates strengths and limitations of almost all arguments (only
planning issues in B and C undeveloped) Strong contextual knowledge and supported judgements.
Level 5

Commentary
This is a strong response, reduced only a couple of marks away from full marks due to some
difficulty in Source B and lack of clarity of judgement. This should not, however, detract from what
is plainly a focused and well-supported piece. It is clear that both the period and also each of the
three extracts have been understand and that an evaluation runs through the response. The
judgement is in addition balanced, as there is a successful attempt to challenge and/or to
corroborate the arguments found. The use of quotation is very good; it is short and pithy but
effectively supports the argument being advanced by the candidate, rather than simply being used
to illustrate a point. When there is perhaps a tendency to use heavy contextual detail, this is then
referenced back to the overall argument about how convincing the arguments in the extract are.
Level: 5, Mark: 28
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Mid-/low-level responses
Student A, Q1, Paper 1C, Summer 2022
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Commentary

This is a good example of a response that seems to struggle to understand the demands of this
question. There is sound knowledge of the period and obviously a good level of factual recall.
However, and especially for Extract B, the student does not use this knowledge to evaluate or to
analyse. In fact, at times the student loses sight of the extract entirely. Knowledge should clearly
be used with a purpose in mind — namely to support or to refute identified opinions. In this
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response, the student is unaware of how this knowledge should be used. Compounding the
difficulty is that at least one of the extracts, A, is misunderstood and consequently the student
embarks on a very generalised and assertive overview that lacks specific relation to the extract
itself. Level 2 is an appropriate mark here, as there is evidence that some of the extracts have
been understood and also there is a good knowledge of the period itself. This is especially true for
Extract C.

Level: 2, Mark: 9
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Student B, Q1, Paper 1C, Summer 2022
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Commentary
This response has elements of evaluation and analysis and hence deserves to be placed in Level
3. Extracts B and C have been understood, but the understanding of what is in A is jumbled and
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not entirely focused on the historical issue identified in the question. This becomes something of a
theme for this response in which, whilst there is an appreciation of the extracts, there is little that is
in depth or detailed. This generalised approach is reinforced by a somewhat superficial use of
subject knowledge, which does support argument but lacks the standard of depth and precision
that might be expected of an outstanding script. A little more effective linkage between knowledge
and arguments in the extracts would have lifted marks here and perhaps a careful effort to ensure
that the arguments within the extracts had been fully appreciated.

Level: 3, Mark: 14

Student C, Q1, Paper 1H, Summer 2022
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Commentary

This is a rather short response, which possibly this reflects the insufficient use of good contextual
knowledge by the student. There is understanding of each of the extracts in relation to the
historical theme set in the question. There is also some good, short quotation to support this
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assertion about the overall or main thesis of each extract. However, the evaluation and analysis is
weakened as a result of knowledge that is either not specific enough or does not keenly link to the
actual argument identified. Where the knowledge does link, it is reasonable to conclude that the
candidate is able to extract argument and to evaluate as demanded by Level 3. However this is not
done convincingly largely as a result of the amount of contextual knowledge; hence it cannot go to
a higher level.

(Level: 3, Mark: 16)
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Key area 2: AO1

High level responses
Questions 02, 03, 04, Paper 1, Summer 2022 1J The British Empire, c1857-

1967

In the years 1858 to 1890, to what extent did British rule change India both

economically and socially?
[25 marks]

‘In the years 1914 to 1948, Britain's imperial power was weakened by its participation in
the two world wars.’

Assess the validity of this view.
[25 marks]

To what extent did the Empire and its legacy influence the British people and popular
culture in the years 1947 to 19677
[25 marks]
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Student A Q4, Paper 1J, Summer 2022
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Reaches partially supported judgement. Reasonahle understanding of the guestion.
Range of relevant contextual knowledge and some balance. Sormne analysis is less
successiully linked back to impact on British people or popular culture. Level 4

e

The student has produced a largely analytical piece that has a sound range of factors, most of
which are linked to the question set. The argument is balanced and moves away from description.
In fact, there is a clear argument established, even if this is not always fully supported. The
analysis is enough to push into Level 4 as it is balanced and supported. However, the lack of
sophistication and depth of support prevents the response form going higher. In addition, there is a
tendency for the student to report argument rather than to powerfully express their own opinion. At
times, this comes close to a description of the views of others rather than a powerful exposition of

view. This further limits the marks awarded.

Level: 4, Ma

rk: 18
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Student B, Q3, Paper 1J, Summer 2022
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Reaches substantiated judgement. Balanced answer, which is well-focused. Range
of examples - minor limitations in some places to contextual knowledge. Fully
analytical, with a very good understanding of the guestion. Level 5

Commentary

This response clearly establishes an argument from the very outset and maintains it as the piece
develops. This analytical direction is thoroughly and convincingly supported by good contextual
knowledge that is, in almost all cases, used to directly reinforce opinion being expressed. The few
occasions in which the knowledge comes to dominate accounts for the slight reduction in marks for
this essay. However, this does not detract from the impression of a well-balanced and judgemental

piece that is focused on proving a point form the very outset.
Level: 5, Mark: 23
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Commentary

The clear strength of this response is the attempt to answer all aspects of the set question. There
is range of knowledge and a very good attempt to include a variety of factors. This does possibly
weaken some of the powerful focus established at the outset and the original examiner correctly
identifies that some of the factors have only a tenuous link. Knowledge is, however, generally used
well to support a thesis advanced by the student. This response clearly moves beyond simple
description or summary, but towards the end of the piece especially there is a more generalised
attempt to support argument and this is where some of the more obscure links are made. It's
possible that more time spent on the initial themes would have secured higher marks. However,
this remains a keenly analytical piece, which is evaluative form the outset and provides a good and

substantiated answer to the set question.
Level: 5, Mark: 22
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L.3 Reasonablelundertanding with fair range. Some valid assessment but more development needed.

There is no real balance to the answer.

Commentary
This response begins in a promising fashion with an attempt to provide an answer to the set
question in a short and focused introduction. However, subsequent attempts to prove this
judgement are weak as the student either lacked the specific knowledge necessary or had difficulty
linking events to possible judgements. Whilst the level of knowledge is generally good, the level of
understanding is much less convincing and some of the information used is only loosely linked to
the set question. In addition, much of this knowledge, even for a breadth question, was too
superficial to really support an effective argument. The lack of balance further reduces the marks
available to this response. There are elements of analysis and there is an attempted evaluation,
and hence the mark should be above Level 2, but the judgement is not convincingly supported and
so it remains in Level 3.

Level: 3, Mark: 13

© 2022 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. 53 of 62



Student B, Q4, Paper 1L, Summer 2022

Judgemen
t not
substaniat
ed

Limited
assessmen
t and
generalistic
developme
nt

ble slear lin

Generalist
developmen
twith little
clear
‘explanation
of
weakening
democracy

Developmen
t not clearly
linked to
focus

2 s ke and e of demecsociywn Besmany bekween QU -
1034 L duse \os EConene pracens “Tne end ap e Ly Itk
Germa.nj woith War debts duete Mﬁa}jqws Blaking that Ha
wor wos Camm:m\f /ouleuMwuldffa-udo pay b-blalcon anavksas |
repaabens - Howertr the Garman economy Covldind harolle Hhuser
Eparodem as 1 f WS on Prodn agoonds m\u&;m.\sora ux}(_isuiv_\ns
Blordard. Wiere or ¥ae (3 ook LI0OES LIRXZ \oad \n (o ponsen o
Other coonie \e.s,.wmmmsmma m\cx.sﬁumu\cm\dkmﬂ
TEITINY oreraL o T Yhe Staar Coodnes el A . KM:(_F@(L L
ANCCOCU O przsentel as W2ak duwe Ao WS 2Cemonae Shandsng |
i Aae Wi . Sagis S

—— —eee L

’ﬁf\rz O odnen Qf Yoo Ridng, b\M Lrevain. Lomrsened e ecorome
Suvanen of Grrmanyos frarnces nead o cosyraent forced |
Gexnronsia ornt senesyfosies, MO e vadae of Hae YOS

L Hnless s pex =0l of hepennpoen Sneses Ane Laeakness
of dermociacsy Hareuoi the WAy Ao MQM@.%&M
M\n:\w-r.wx_pm%@or NaoxreRelvel e \ase |
ob Yhe tnare wos o wie pecpwe wexe U&mﬁy\ oS fuel vn Maene
[rePlaces Brod vanuagt Wos trexe W8 pu), Gerenans wsood. vaXaer
Jodne Has woneeloascen Wﬂa&m{‘m W AT Shooss M (ragady
o} demoeroeagioe \a Germanad woloddyie Zaidastolde

_M. e s =

e AOIEN A ‘Coden sp.r&\ of\QAzZ\ .&oiﬁlq_shomsmcinsmp_ecm;
growin . Nowener this soddencgeuiin 1S emagoe N porersp
\f\\:ﬁ’.ﬁ\m\ Proen Drenco. o arctex Mohelp Ge '“‘“‘"?"“’5‘“"““‘ A
FEPAroEnS . (e Chancetion o foresan onvanttey, Shresermnonn s Yaa
P:sce_c:{. iz ‘Corden ve.r-cdaa-‘wz.anseadrb qu«s&ﬁmms
oad- FNany pacple Sou Brvesronn osiing. 000N LING Do\t ogher
Hre damnacg 0} Har oy Feseses v eanods oe Sowdk e sud ro ¥
Jresmid v ol poper aver Haz Loeis: A mesicos \eaned J
700 SO ows var s \.gGea’m.m\uﬂdzy M&m@%m@m
i Gﬂf“-’m\n—sm— W-’-lp!-vq hard \n"b\n{hnn) PARNENES of CEQOIDINNS -

© 2022 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. 54 of 62



= Nxh&fmﬂ«“ ?:\rg:%\\n% 'O Leeo opusadn PO nkS e |

JPlan ummgegci*ﬂu_“\m%?_\on receced. e Dauves Vo

Hongd.educad o veearodens Germasnsyonmed prom bbbl moks

| dawn to L SR odlicn oy Liwie s [elk e (ensme e

Atterrpt his legk Gremany rrore ursholie oS ol Wiy @hank on |
to link to

fooLs Dvre naan \weshon@iot s S Cerrroun. Aernocs e —
but not - - :
dgvglip Lol W \‘lﬁ-lvjﬂa.rt 1814~ 198U Sve N Mas Wﬁ;ﬁ@\\r@m\\s

ed in YZ\iamnt on para'gn nUE3tnend .

A 4 e

{Bmenca. reealleaal Yasr loans.teaduna Gexcnanuy o X W\
e Diveex Csomin ' Oedeloer AZY s <aend lept Gexsoanyman.
assessime mamw.devrﬂm,mm'r@}iha.pem\csx}\m

il e imi;..\{\«-\&o YRR m\—méo&a\% he,\ped_@ Gﬂmnanj
e prem demecracy, fo mgﬁ‘\;p As in M Gerenoun pasples
SurEs cmdenmrms S Ao el .

- | Low L2 Parial understanding. There is support here but much is not linked clearly

to the focus and assessed in the right way. There is no balance. Judgement does
= beginto address the focus. — e

Commentary

This response struggles to make effective links to the question. Whilst there is an assertive
opening which does appear to show understanding, very little of the material then used is linked to
the question set. On the surface, this appears a sound response form a student with some
understanding or knowledge of the period. However very little of this knowledge moves beyond the
generalised. It’s difficult, therefore, to conclude that the question has been fully understood. The
brief occasions in which there is an attempt to make a link is enough to lift out of Level 1, but there
is little to suggest that the response is even descriptive of the themes or issues of the period;

therefore it cannot advance far into Level 2.
Level: 2, Mark: 6
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The answver is quite partial. It ends really with Churchill's government. Some
— | description. Limits to the range. L2

Commentary
This is something of a mix between a descriptive answer and an overly assertive attempt to
address the focus. This combination produces a largely unconvincing response. Whilst there is
certainly a view/judgement offered at the outset, this is not supported by good and precise subject
knowledge. In fact, the support offered tends to be further opinion or generalised statement and
there is very little use of factual material. When precise factual material is utilised, for example in
the second paragraph, this is not clearly linked to supporting an argument or judgement. Hence it
remains descriptive as found at Level 2. The full demands of the question are not therefore
addressed and there are in addition some notable gaps in the chronology. This further limits the
marks available for breadth questions which need to convey an awareness of the full period set in
the question.

Level: 2, Mark: 10
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Contact us

Our friendly team will be happy to support you between 8am and 5pm, Monday to Friday.

Tel: 0161 958 3865
Email: history@aqga.org.uk
Twitter: @AQA

aga.org.uk
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