
A Level Drama and Theatre Studies 
 

Welcome to the wonderful and creative world of A Level 
Drama. 

 
In order to get ready for the creative challenges of an A Level Drama course 
you will need to develop your knowledge and understanding of a range of 
playwrights and practitioners.   
 
For Component 1 we will be studying the plays A Servant to Two Masters by 
Carlo Goldoni (translated by Lee Hall) and Yerma by Federigo Garcia Lorca 
(edited by Gwynne Edwards).  You will need to familiarise yourself with 
Commedia dell’Arte for ASTTM and 1930s Spain for Yerma.   
 
The Course: 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Servant-Two-Masters-Modern-Plays/dp/0413748502/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2FM4G2NPHKRW9&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Nw9r8CDoBBdKuvtpn6jFDzeFSBu3xbyaISMg4bQn0tyum6QHs5K1w7s6uQEImU1IMynEOr6xcbMKbIcuqUEeFMgxGP0BjMlYHWRKpahMToMgMT5dRhywgv_rDgewR8dZho_Et-igeojhRgngW3FUsyRRDO_JQfzChW8Q5e3Twvwtgl4opoVu1NPVMKJzD4Su.7RdLKBuNNf_GIlilwP5Zj1VC5trD8A08tvrF4CSsgBQ&dib_tag=se&keywords=a+servant+to+two+masters&qid=1780414878&sprefix=A+servant+%2Caps%2C117&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Yerma-Student-Editions-Federico-Lorca/dp/0713683260/ref=sr_1_2?crid=2AFL2DUZCNYG&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Mx7TgnE66p4Z_wjD8U0adzWSp_hXgtqQNYsy76z0hBG_5zFFRpyX6MVjS11jGtkFOmoEWwqWwCMeGwhD2k15g6ntrMbPWb2qmYITip4qpGXXfOPLxkhQVLj7JbRbatKLYiIk1ZNriQTxwKYEeXc_Ega1arBZAdsRyKJSg7oSJIRPnvwSU7YlhKvxU9_TNlnRghPVpRbAULV0Bd3ZsUk7QMcAq6gOs2OvCtfKfiOyzOQ.ClGFePbJ0Nmm90_25a074ZW6fwvmBI8T4rXWhRV0Kb8&dib_tag=se&keywords=yerma&qid=1780414910&sprefix=yerma%2Caps%2C122&sr=8-2


 
 
Transition Tasks:  
 
Live Theatre Evaluation 
Over the summer holidays, visit at least one live theatre performance. If this is 
not possible, then you can use Drama Online and login to watch an online 
performance using the following login details: 
https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/ 
 

https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/


Username: FOJHPE​
Password: QUIPDK 
 

Suggested performances:  

A View From the Bridge  

Hedda Gabler 

Frankenstein 
The Crucible 
 

Task 1: Complete a Live Theatre Review on the performance you choose to 
watch.  
 
Your live theatre review must include the following;  
1. A description and explanation of the work of actors, designers and 
directors in the piece of live theatre.  
2. An analysis of the specific skills of these ‘theatre makers’ in relation to what 
they wanted to communicate in the piece of live theatre.  
3. An evaluation of how successful the theatre makers have been in their 
work.  
 
To allow you to fully be able to respond to the piece of theatre you have 
watched you will need to research around the show and understand what 
the director was trying to communicate with their interpretation on stage. 
 
Task 2: Practitioner / Theatre Company Research  
 
Your second task is a written research task and should be approximately 1000 
words.  
 
You are to research the following drama practitioners / theatre companies 
and describe / discuss the main characteristics of their approach to 
performance. You should then choose one to research in further detail and 
create a presentation about their work.  
 
Paper Birds - https://www.thepaperbirds.com  
Frantic Assembly - https://www.franticassembly.co.uk/ 

https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/video?docid=do-9781350932883&tocid=do-9781350932883_6263820697001
https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/video?docid=do-9781350934634&tocid=do-9781350934634_6256940628001
https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/video?docid=do-9781350935020&tocid=do-9781350935020_6083697217001
https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/video?docid=do-9781350888098&tocid=do-9781350888098_6329385600112
https://www.thepaperbirds.com
https://www.franticassembly.co.uk/


Bertolt Brecht - https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zwmvd2p/revision/1 
Punchdrunk - https://www.punchdrunk.com/  
Konstantin Stanislavski - 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zxn4mp3/revision/1  
Splendid Productions - https://splendidproductions.co.uk/  
 
Part 1: Discuss the main characteristics of each practitioner giving examples 
of their work and how it has influenced modern drama. (500 – 1000 words)  
Part 2: Choose one practitioner to complete further research and create a 
presentation about their work. 
  

Wider Reading:  
Reading plays and immersing yourself in a wide range of drama is always 
useful.  
The following texts (plays and textbooks) could be of use.  
Sophocles (adapted by Don Taylor) – Antigone  
Polly Stenham – That Face  
Mark Ravenhill - Over There  
Henrik Ibsen – A Doll’s House  
Anton Chekhov – The Cherry Orchard  
Arthur Miller – The Crucible  
Franz Kafka – Metamorphosis  
Oscar Wilde - The Importance of being Earnest  
Tennessee Williams - A Streetcar Named Desire  
Bertolt Brecht – Caucasian Chalk Circle  
Timberlake Wertenbaker – Our Country’s Good 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zwmvd2p/revision/1
https://www.punchdrunk.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zxn4mp3/revision/1
https://splendidproductions.co.uk/

