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Introduction

Welcome to our Summer term newsletter.

I'd like to take this opportunity publicly thanking all my staff for all their hard work in making our first year so
successful. When | look back over the last 3 terms | am amazed we have achieved so much in many areas:-
all subject areas have made an outstanding contribution to the academic progress the students have made as
well as provide a wealth of extra-curricular activities. In addition we have had an outstanding contribution
from all the support staff of the school. As well as contributions from many outside clubs and societies keen to
be involved in the school. The success of the school has been down to all staff giving 100% in effort and
dedication which has meant that RHS has had the best start possible. | am certain that we will become the
best school in West London in the not too distant future.

I'd like to thank all parents who returned the questionnaires for the School Travel Plan We received 78 parent surveys
and 63 resident ones which have now been forwarded to the School Travel Advisor at the Civic Centre.

| would like to repeat what | said last term about bags:

We are becoming increasingly concerned at the amount of equipment students are bringing into school. Bags seem to be
bulging so much so that some students are finding it difficult to carry them because they are so heavy. May we remind
students and parents that only items needed for one day should be brought to school and not everything for the whole
week. Students have lockers big enough to hold a sensibly sized bag which means that no bags will be allowed to be left
lying around the school. Either the student’s property is in their locker, with them in class or at home.

Once again this term a few children are asking for credit from the restaurant because they have insuff icient
funds on their card to purchase food and drink. As from the beginning of next year, children will not be given
any credit to purchase food unless it is for lunch and only for one day. Student cards can be credite  d either via
our website - http://www.ruisliphigh.com/index.php?article=conten t&cid=38 or by depositing cash in the
machine at school.

| am please to say that | have had fewer requests this term from parents booking holidays during term time and taking
their children away from school. I'd like to thank all those parents who have been able to arrange their holidays around
the official school breaks. | can only repeat what | said in the past that taking a child out of school unnecessarily can
significantly impact on their education and in some cases their friendship groups. In fact research has shown that
Children who are absent during term time may experience particular problems such as:

- Disadvantages if close to exams or tests,

Settling in problems during the first year at a new school, especially at a period of transition from Year 6 primary to Year 7
secondary

Children who need help in certain subjects need to access all the educational support that is offered
Some children may find it difficult to renew friendships with their classmates when they return to school
Your child may miss out on valuable group work with classmates that cannot be repeated

It could embarrass and lower your child’s self-esteem to have to ask for help to catch up in each lesson
It could be disruptive for other students in lessons, when your child needs extra help to catch up

Please consider the unspoken message you are giving your child, by letting them think it is acceptable to miss school. Some young
people with severe truancy problems started when they had a week or two off school for a holiday

Clearly a child’s chances of achieving their potential is severely hampered by avoidable absences from school. I'd like to
take this opportunity of drawing to your attention that, in line with all other schools in the area, Easter 2008 occurs during
the Spring term and therefore for Easter the School will only be closed on:

Good Friday, 21 March 2008 and
Easter Monday, 24 March 2008.
Term will not finish until Friday 4 April.

Parents might like to know that each student in Years 7 & 8 has an attendance target of 96%. If your child is absent for
any reason this should be reported to the school office for each day of absence. Students must return to school with a
letter addressed to Mrs Barrett explaining their absence. Mrs Barrett meets with our Education Welfare Officer on a
regular basis to discuss RHS student’s attendance figures. All parents have a legal responsibility to ensure their child
attends school on a regular basis, failure to do so can result in court proceedings and a possible fine of £2,500.

I'd like to remind parents that extreme haircuts/colours are not permitted at RHS, this includes amongst others, tram lines
and assorted patterns. Boys should not have their hair any shorter than a grade 2. No all over bleaching/two tone
bleaching or very bleached high lights are permitted for either boys or girls

Finally, I'd like to wish you all a very pleasant summer break and look forward to seeing the Year 8 students back ready
for the autumn term on Wednesday 5 September. (Please remember, students are not allowed inside the school building
before 7.30 am).

John Goulborn

| SAFER
Headteacher NEIGHBOURHOODS
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77 completed questionnaires were returned representing a response rate of 51.3%. The
survey produced a very good overall response from the parents, who gave very good
performance scores for all subjects and the chosen performance criteria. The response meant
that statistically reliable data could be drawn for all criteria.

Executive Summary

The survey results reveal that the school has reason to be happy with all of its activities.

Parents are particularly happy with the delivery of School facilities, School discipline and
School security.

The survey has achieved a good benchmark of performance against which future academic
years might be compared.

Weighted
Criteria Score % For the sake of assessment in most
o schools, questions receiving a score of
School facilities 93.6

65% or over should be considered a
School discipline 91.0 success for non-academic criteria.
These scores are based on mean
national averages gathered from other
Control of bullying 86.9 schools. Scores of 10% or more higher
than these target scores are
exceptional, with scores of at least 5%
School communication 84.5 less than these targets indicating room
for improvement.

School security 90.3

Community spirit 85.7

Availability of resources 84.1

Developing confidence 82.7 The parents gave an exceptionally high
o)

Caring teachers 825 overall performance score (91%),

Nobody felt that the school had not lived
Levels of homework 82.0 up to their expectations while 60% said
the school was better than they had

Developing moral values 81.6 -
expected it to be.
Developing potential 80.5
Happiness of child 80.3 A full version of the survey will be
_ _ available to be read in the School Office
Teaching quality 80.2 in September and an excel version will
Social health education 80.1 also eventually be available on our
website.
Computer access 78.7
Truancy control 78.4

"Overall" Rating
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All performances will take
place in the School Hall.
Adult £3
Child under 12 £1.

This end of year production
seeks to
address the concerns and fears
that
students have of starting a new
school .

School Production

Many of you were at the school production and | am sure you will all agree that it
was a great first for Ruislip High School. The students had been rehearsing for
nearly three months and had devised the piece themselves. The cheerleaders,
musicians and choir were fantastic and made the evening extremely special. The
production not only demonstrated the hard work of all the students involved but
their attitude towards the school, which was one of celebration and pride. | would
like to thank them for all their hard work and | look forward to future productions.

Ms Jo Meakin
School Director for English & Drama




The Music department was very proud to announce the very first winner of the
RAF Northolt shield as Alice Lee in 7F. She has made outstanding commitment to
Music throughout the year and has been a valued member of the school choir and
orchestra as well as performing piano solos. The shield will be presented again to
another pupil at the Celebration Assembly on Friday 20" July.

Just a reminder to pupils that we now offer the following
instrumental lessons, if you are interested please see Ms.
Coltman for an information pack:

Piano, trumpet, french horn, violin, viola, cello, clarinet,
saxophone, flute, oboe and drum kit

Ms. Marie Coltman
Director of Music

Hilingdon Maths Challenge Final

A team of 4 students took part in the final of the Hillingdon
Maths Challenge held at Vyners School on July 5. The
competition has been running for almost 30 years.

Twenty one of the borough’s secondary schools each en-
tered a team of 4 students. After taking part in a series of 5
challenges the team waited anxiously to hear who had
won, and amazingly it was us! We were delighted with our
win particularly as it is the first year the school has entered
the competition.

Maths lessons
Students have been working hard this term on handling

data (undertaking a GCSE-style investigation comparing

word lengths in newspapers), algebra (using symbols, writ-

ing expressions and formulae), shape and space (with a

focus on 3D solids), number (ratio and pro-

portion, conversions between units and G

writing and solving word problems).

g g p ) ‘»

ams at secondary school, every tutor

group progressing by an average of at least 2

sub-levels since KS2 SATs exams. Picture by Uxbridge Gazette
Winning team: Rachel Baulch,
Bonnie Lancaster, Ryan Harandy

Maths Club and Erick Eldrett,

Students attending the maths club have continued to im-

prove their '24-game’ skills in preparation for more inter-
school maths competitions next year.

Students also took their first maths ex-

Ms Sue Davison
School Director for Mathematics & ICT



Art and Design

Art and Design has gone from strength to strength in year 7.

Pupil levels have increased and all pupils now have a far greater understanding of art and
design. there is now a regular after school art and design club where pupils can improve their
drawing skills and learn to use new media. Next year in Art Club we will be making art work in the
styles of artists. We have purchased 50 large Al picture frames for display around the school

building. pupils art work will
also e displayed at mount
Vernon Hospital.

The picture by Anthony
Wong in 7B shows a three
dimensional collage of
Ruislip High School. During
the project we have studied
architecture and the work of
Robert Rauschenberg. |
would like to thank Nick

Apparicio, Art and Design attached Governor for his hard work in sourcing architecture images
and contacting suppliers of art picture frames. all pupils are now finishing off their completed
Ruislip High School collages and they will soon displayed around the school.

Year 8 will see another exciting Art and Design project- Animating Art. This is a project where
pupils will be studying the work of animators and creating their own animations.

Mr Simon Lordan
Curriculum Leader for Art

CT

In ICT, all pupils
units of work and
u s i n g
internet
the last day of

have successfully completed five
have been creating presentations
8 PowerPoint, Publisher, Excel and

sources. the awards assembly on
term will see pupils being awarded

certificates for the best presentations in class concerning the
hypothesis, that A pupil’s age reflects their mode of transport
to school.

Mr Simon Lordan
ICT



HISTORY

The summer exam revealed a huge amount of effort in preparing for the successes which
ensued — well done to all who have worked with such mature commitment throughout the year.
Our study of Medieval Britain is nearing an end, with a full enrichment day given over to
Medieval Madness. Students met a variety of characters from the past including a soldier,
A knight hospitaller, apothecary, peddler, musician,
¢ wardrobe mistress and (very familiar looking) chef.
&0 The midday meal considered of a range of
\ delicacies including tongue and trotters, which
{ some students bravely tried alongside the more
familiar options which have survived through the
centuries. Our model castle building saw an incredibly high
standard of work, reflecting considerable effort and imagination.
Prizes, including the very first Ruislip High School Humanities
Genius pens, were awarded to Ciara Costello, Danielle Thorne, Bradley Thomas, Joshua
Rimmell, Jake Hales-Owen, Nick Gaffney, Kane Todd and overall winner Thomas Grimwade
(below). Well done to them all!

This term started with intensive study skills support to help students revise for their first full set
of high school exams. Much of the remainder of term was focused on health education topics,
well received by students who approached their studies with thought and maturity. Our work on
assertiveness led to a very successful entry into a Home Office anti-vandalism competition.
From 250 schools, many of whom sent entries by older students, we were one of 9 runners up
to receive a merit award plus book vouchers for the school. Below is an extract from the letter
we received from Home Office Minister Vernon Coaker:

“Home Office Anti Vandalism Competition

“Thank you for sending your school’'s entry to the Anti Vandalism Competition for schools.
There was an excellent response and the judges were impressed by the high
guality of the work and the significant effort made by the young people who
took part. Out of over 250 entries the judges selected one
winner and nine merit awards. The entry from pupils in 7A
and 7C at Ruislip High School, ‘Don’t be a sheep, be
ASSERTIVE’, was highlighted as deserving of a merit
award. The judges commented that the poster, leaflet and
story combined to make a vivid and entertaining campaign which encouraged
children to take pride in their neighbourhood and offered positive ways for
children to deal with negative peer pressure associated with vandalism. With
your permission, the Home Office would like to publish the campaign on the crime reduction
website and develop the idea for use in teaching and publicity material. In recognition of this
achievement | enclose a Certificate of Merit and a book voucher for £100 for the school.
Congratulations!”

@Epﬁw@[w;:w:ﬂ]- [131 D aRa AN I http://www.crimereduction.gov.uk/criminaldamage/competition.htm
L IR N N R :le":_-l__lx.-.'."'-?l,"l:: SN

EA LS| IR

Finally, we are very much looking forward to welcoming our new colleague, Jo Brown, who will
assume responsibility for Cultural Studies in September, and is already working with us to
ensure excellent continued development of the PSHE, RE and Citizenship curriculum. She will
be the main point of contact for this subject from the start of next term.

Mr David Rich
School Director for Humanities



On any visits you have made to the school in the last few weeks, you
may well have noticed the photographs from
our adventures over 3 (mainly sunny) days on
the Dorset Coast. The twin aims of developing
Geography fieldwork skills alongside partici-
pation in challenging confidence and team
building activities were pursued with maturity
by our students such that we received many
favourable comments about their polite and

determined manner. Building on this success, we are already planning next years visit for our

incoming year 7 — details to follow from Mr Alison early next term.

Geography
Students have continued to make fantastic progress in this subject. Analysis of exam results
and assessments show that the majority have improved by three or
four sub-levels over the course of Year 7. Stu- dents have learnt a great
deal over the past few months. In the Settle- ment topic, students
studied the growth of Ruislip and how this was linked to the expansion
of the Under- ground network. They
also examined how cities are growing
“ around the world, and why there is pres-
sure to build on Greenfield sites. In the Coasts
© topics, students learnt about how people make EZ"EFQ
.. CL /L
¢ a living from the ocean, and how goods are Ve’«é‘?‘
transported around the world through a network 5’7‘ QQ
of container ports. They also learnt about how _" ’<0>
the Suez and Panama canals have linked the world’s oceans. Students then 7/

learnt about coastal forma-
and create new land.
Jurassic Coast in
the final topic of the
plants and animals

tions and how waves can both destroy
This topic ended with a project on the
Dorset, England’s only natural World Heritage Site. In
year, Ecosystems, students studied

of deserts, the savanna and tropical

rainforests. They ex- amined how the world’s forests have

been exploited, and how we can use them in a more sus-

tainable way. | am ' ——  looking forward to students con-

tinuing to enjoy an ———— make further progress in this

subject next year. D—  VYear 8 topics include Japan, cli-

mate change, energy resources and natural hazards.

There will also be many opportunities for students to develop their ICT skills using Geographical
software packages.

Mr Duncan Alison
Curriculum Leader, Geography

The Humanities faculty would like to wish all students and their parents, as well as all who have
contributed to our curriculum this year, a very happy and safe summer break. We very much
look forward to working with the new year 7 and continuing to build on the successes of our pre-
sent cohort in September.

David Rich
School Director for Humanities



Science

On 12" July, students came into school to find

that their Ruislip High had become a crime

scene. Two members of staff had been

‘murdered’ and the  race was on to discover

who did it. Students spent the

morning working in the labs as forensic

scientists, examining hair and

fingerprints  from suspects as well
as testing blood and poisons found on the bodies. Weapon experts made replicas of
what they thought the murder weapon had looked like, whilst the lawyers and
media teams interviewed suspects and prepared their case to put forward to the
grand jury, lead by Mrs Justice Taylor. Congratulations go to forms 7B, 7F and 7S who
successfully defended their clients to avoid a miscarriage of justice (although the real
culprits remain at large). Many thanks to Mr Moynihan who organised the day.

= students

Last term, students studied forces, burning and metals. Unsurprisingly
enjoyed discovering the power of combustion and learning about how ( different
metals are used in today’s society. The science awards this term go u Joshua

Rimell and Tom Ward.
< - ~
Next term sees the opening of science club, where our students will have "t h e

opportunity to explore science beyond what is taught in the lessons and have the opportunity to
carry out some exciting experiments.

Dr Andrea BenBrahim
School Director for Science

Annual Hillingdon Chess Competition

On the 4™ May, 6 of our students took part in the Annual Hillingdon Chess
Competition held at Bishop Ramsey School. There were 7 schools taking
part, all of whom had teams fielding year 8s and above. 2 teams had
players in Years 11-13. The Ruislip High School Team conducted
themselves with maturity and impressed their opponents with their chess
prowess and enthusiasm. We were thrilled to come third in the
competition and are looking forward to competing again next year.

Our competitors were:
Alex Barker

Matthew Kitt

Ben Nakama

Drishan Sainju

Lewis Shirley

Anojan Sriskandarajah

Ms Karen Keen
School Director for Learning Support



Design Technology

And so began The Battle of Ruislip High. After weeks of planning and construction the day of
battle final arrived. Each form group had been working on various designs for medieval war
machines to test the castles built for their History project. The fighting was furious and a few of
the war machines were a little inaccurate - | was hit more than once (although I'm not sure if
they were all entirely accidental!). Ping-Pong balls shot everywhere and after the dust had
settled there were winners in each form.

7A Harry Reid, Rebecca DeFreitas and Elizabeth Kingshott

7B Billy O'Neill, Leigh-Anne Brown

7C Laura Bradbury, Jake Hales-Owen and Josh Rimell

7F Joe Arundel, Levi Davison

7S Thomas Grimwade, Jessica Nolan

7W Victoria Watts, James Ingram

I would like to congratulate all students on the work they've been doing this half term. | have
never seen such a diverse range of products made by year 7. | have been very impressed by
the level of maturity of the year group, | think this was most evident by the work the students
undertook working on the set design for the school play and the prop murder weapons for the
Science Forensics day. All these activities have involved the students working in teams and
without this team work we wouldn’t have been so successful.

With the next year’s new addition to the Design Technology Department, Mrs Dubery, the
students will be working in Food Technology and Textiles as well as an Electronics project with
me. It will surely be a very creative year and one I'm looking forward to.

Mr lan Wilkins
School Director for Design & Technology



French

This past term students have been preparing themselves for their day trip to France, creating role
plays in a café and practising paying for goods in Euros, as well as being able to talk about their
every day routine. After all of this preparation, on Friday morning of last week we all met bleary
eyed at school at 6am to travel to France to experience some of this culture and language. After
a smooth trip down to Folkestone, we drove onto the shuttle and experienced travel under the
sea, for many this was the first time. Once arriving in France, the students started to notice some
of the similarities and differences between England and France and took note of some of the new
French words on the road signs. The three coaches split up to visit different boulangeries where
the students were shown how bread, croissants and pain au chocolat are made, a very important
part of French daily life. We had a tour in French so students were able to practise their listening
comprehension skills, and some were also able to practise their cooking skills by making their
own croissants and pain au chocolat.

After visiting Boulogne old town, or taking in the coastal views, all 160 of us met up on the lovely
beach in Boulogne for lunch and fun in the sand; we were very fortunate that the sun decided to
come out and we could have even mistaken it for a beach in the Mediterranean. Slightly more
tanned an hour later, we made our way for our last stop of the day, the Cite Europe shopping cen-
tre. Students had time to practise some of their speaking and comprehension skills in the shops,
and even take in some of the unusual smells of the fish and cheese counters in the supermarket!
Some students took advantage of the time to order something to eat and drink in French, and |
was very proud of our most adventurous students who even ordered snails, and enjoyed eating
every single one of them! After a smooth return journey, we all arrived back at school tired and
happy after a successful and enjoyable day out on the continent.

J Cotton

Since the second half of the Autumn term, a team of volunteers have been working with students on a one-to-one
basis once a week during tutor time. The volunteers received training at the beginning of the year and again in the
Spring term to become Reading and Writing Coaches. They have shown great professionalism and commitment and
as a result have had staggering results with the students. Those students participating in the Reading Challenge have
improved their reading ages by an average of 6 months after just six 20 minute sessions! Some students have
increased by up to 18 months! The students who have taken part in the Writing Challenge have noticed a marked
improvement in the accuracy of their writing and in their ability to write in a varied and interesting way, this
improvement has also been noted by their teachers. More importantly than figures though, students have felt more
confident about their literacy skills and able to participate fully in lessons. The coaches have also found this project
very rewarding and satisfying.

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate all the students involved for their efforts and achievements and to
sincerely thank the coaches who made this programme work. | hope many will continue next year and more parents
and other members of our community will join us.

Ms Jo Meakin
School Director for English & Drama
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sporting News
| cannot be more pleased with the way that Ruislip High School students have participated in PE

and School Sport during this first year. | would like to take this opportunity to highlight some of the
key successes.

The curriculum

After the initial multi-skill block of work where | assessed the student’s general abilities, we have
been able to teach rugby (league and union), indoor softball, gymnastics, athletics, cricket, fitness
training and problem solving during PE lessons. The students have been able to work
individually, in pairs and in small groups to learn new skills, develop teamwork and improve fitness
levels. ICT has been used to assess performance through the use of video analysis, and to track
changes in fitness levels for individuals and class groups. | would like to thank Aideen Dunne,
Kristina Covell, Vidhasha Meghji and Wing Lok who are students at Brunel University who have
supervised the girls changing rooms and assisted in lessons.

Out of School Hours

How much physical activity does your child engage in on a daily basis? The target is to be
physically active for an hour a day. Here at Ruislip High School we have offered clubs that are
open to all students in the following activities:

Athletics Cricket Running
Badminton Dance Table Tennis
Basketball Futsal Tennis
Brazillian Soccer Netball Volleyball
Cheerleading Rugby Union

The programme is fairly comprehensive but top heavy in team games and so | would like to
introduce a greater balance as the years progress, for example by adding rhythmic gymnastics
and archery. Please remember that, as the school grows, clubs will be offered to all year groups,
so certain opportunities will decrease. | am particularly proud of the very strong links that have
been fostered with community sports providers such as Ruislip Rugby Football Club, Hillingdon
Volleyball Club, Ickenham Cricket Club, Babettes Cheerleading group, Hillingdon School of
Gymnastics, The Brazillian Soccer School, Middlesex Football Association and the Hillingdon
North School Sports Partnership. Grateful thanks must also be given to certain members of staff
who have given up their time to run activities in the PE department — namely Ms Davison, Ms
Keen, Mr Lordon, Mr Alison and Mr Moynihan. My special thanks go to Mr Wilkins with Mr
Cummings (a parent) who went on a PE teacher’s training day in order for them to better run the
Basketball club, even though they’re not PE teachers!



sSporting News
Sports Events

Sports Day was a resounding success with every house competing against each other to be the
very first Sports Day Champions. Brunel claims the title this year — well done!

Ruislip High Students have provided most of the players in the Hillingdon Girls tag rugby team
who competed in the recent London Youth Games. Ruislip High School also reached the final of
the Chance to Shine Cricket festival, played at Lords earlier this term.

The netball teams have beaten nearly all schools so far and the football teams have made an
excellent start by finishing in the top half of their respective groups. Our volleyball squads are
competing at a much higher than average level and their future looks bright. Our dancers and
cheerleaders have performed at all major school functions and look set to link with local sports
clubs to perform at their home matches. A new rugby schools league will be introduced funded by
John Guest.

School Sport Partnership

We are part of the Hillingdon North School Sports Partnership (based at Harefield Academy) and
have been working closely with Ruislip Gardens Primary School and Lady Bankes Infants and
Junior Schools to improve sporting opportunities for their pupils. As a result, we now have
Playground Leaders from years 5 & 6 in the schools and our year 7 students have helped plan
and run sports events at the schools. In addition, our sports hall is being used by schools as an
extra facility in which to experience the world of sport.

Our excellent school has also hosted some training days for the partnership and some other
major organisations, namely Middlesex Football Association, The Rugby Football Union and
Hillingdon Volleyball Club.

The future

Mrs Zoe Wilson joins the PE department as a full time teacher in September 2007. She is
particularly interested in developing netball and fitness, and she has a passion for helping the
beginner level performers in lessons. We are both looking forward to continuing the excellent
work started this year and developing innovative ways to engage your children in sport.

| welcome any support that parents may be able to offer — in particular with help driving players to
matches (as we don’t have a minibus yet) or with any coaching or officiating if you are suitably
qualified. | may even be able to send you on a course similar to the basketball one mentioned
earlier! Just ask.

On a final note, please encourage your child to join a club if they haven’t already done so. And
remember — the target is to be physically active for an hour a day!

Mr Tony Wood
Director for School Sports



In order to ensure we are serving students needs as closely as possible, staff participate in many monitoring
and review processes across the year. However, student input, through our subject related Student Focus
Groups, has also proved immensely valuable in the planning of stretching, helpful and popular future learning
activities. Each subject focus group includes one member of the student council alongside four or five other
students representing a range of abilities and interests. Around a third of our year group are involved in a focus
group. A summary of the agreed action from this year's meetings is included in the chart below. In many cases,
students should already recognise the changes made to their lessons as a result:

SUBJECT AGREED ACTION — TEACHING AND LEARNING AGREED ACTION - DIFFERENTIATION
ACTIVITIES
Art . Possible ability groupings within classes.
- Graded pencils for higher ability students.
- Art points to be awarded: 5 points = 1 merit.
Design Build quizzes into teaching. More smartboard games and multimedia
Technology Allow creative freedom with first project in proper room. More display work and student examples
Minimise written tasks More stretching activities for most able
English and Changes to target sheets to include max. 3 levels / More timed classwork to stretch most able.
Drama create glossary for writing and reading sheets. - Games / roleplay to support less able whilst still
Write target at top of work in own words to keep stretching most able
focused. - Greater use of 8.15 slot, including guided
Reading homework spot-checks. stretching slots.
Humanities: More role play. More use of assessment grids to see how to move
Geography Human geography emphasis. through levels.
ICT / decision making exercises. - Some students to move straight to extension
activities without needing to do easier tasks first.
More roleplay / drama / group discussion and
continue DVD'S / images to support less able.
Humanities: Continue to develop games, incorporate lots of role Roleplay to be scheduled several times at end of
History / play in year 8 too. year 7 in first term of year 8.
Cultural Writing frames and laptops to be used for extended Extra pair/group discussion time before individual
Studies written tasks. work to clarify thinking.
Joint History / DT castle building / attacking SOW - When new interactive materials arrive, to be used
arranged for summer term. on individual computers.
Fireman visit arranged.
C.S. lessons planned to include some practical activity
/ discussion wherever possible.
Concerns re: drugs education to be incorporated in to
Y8 SOW.
ICT Boy/qgirl seating arrangement
Extension tasks for more able students.
Lower ability complete less tasks from menu of
activities.
LRC Consider “traffic lights noise detector” used in Science. Merits for 3 x duties
Decide working rules. Badges being looked into.
Consult students over new stock.
Maths More ICT. Investigation type problems.
More IWB. More pair work
Improve introductions to open-ended investigations so - SAT's practice questions.
students enjoy more. More games in starters.
- Students give plenary.
MFL More repetition / drilling. Laminated sheets on desks with key vocabulary /
Change pairings more often. numbers
Include role play and drama. - Quizzes to revise past work.
More use of mini-whiteboards.
Music Change student groupings each term. More starters using interactive whiteboard.
Computer based project to be investigated for year 8. Use virtual keyboard for explanations.
Keyboards to be introduced later this year. Use student knowledge to explain concepts.
PE Rough setting when 2 groups on PE at same time.
- Small amount of able/less able paired work
together.
Menu of activities with guidance of choice
according to ability.
Science more games on IWB. Bright students next to weaker ones.
Website to go under construction. More IWB activities for least able.
Explore in extra meeting before Ester break. Key words for weaker students on board at start of
lesson.
SEN More use of ICT.

More use of roleplay.
More use of games




Victoria Library (Ruislip Manor

We have been asked to take part in several activities connected to the
opening of the new Victoria Library in Ruislip Manor. On July 3", six
students took part in the first of the occasions. We visited Books Etc,
in Uxbridge, where we were joined by eight students from Bishop
Ramsey School. Our mission was to spend, spend, spend! We were
invited by Jenny Maidment, one of the Ruislip Manor librarians, to
choose books for the new Victoria Library and the students did not
take very long choosing books to the value of £1,500. | was very
impressed with the wide range of titles chosen by the students. When
all the money was spent, each student was asked to choose a book
they particularly wanted to read and review. The books will be
delivered to the school before the end of term, so the students can
read them over the summer holidays. Their reviews will be displayed
in Ruislip Manor Library.

Games Room

Games Room continues to flourish thanks to the dedication of a core group of students. All sorts of board games are
played, but chess still seems to be the favourite. Electronic games have been introduced on the Friday sessions.

Choosing books for the LRC

The LRC has received a generous donation in the form of book tokens from one of the building project team. We
will be asking the students to help us spend this money. We would like students to suggest titles they would like to
see in the LRC. They could be books they have read and think others would enjoy, or books they would like to read
themselves. All they have to do is tell me why they think the book should be in the LRC. The students telling the
most compelling argument or review will be able to choose books to the value of £20 for the LRC. This will be a
regular event over the next few years. The first award will be made in September.

Donations

Many thanks to the families who have donated books and games to the LRC. We have made good use of all these
resources. W are always pleased to receive book donations — fiction or information. Please remember us when you
are clearing your bookshelves. Any books which are unsuitable for our LRC will not be wasted but passed on to
local primary schools.

Books for Boys

DfES has launched a scheme to promote reading for boys. Each school has been offered 20 free fiction titles. A
group of boys scoured the lists last week and have chosen the titles which most appealed to them. They have been
ordered and should be in school after the holidays. We are looking forward to the boys’ reviews of some of the
books they have chosen.

Books for Christmas

We have also registered for another reading initiative which will mean each Year 7 student will receive a book
(chosen from a list of 12 titles) at Christmas. The LRC will also receive a set of the 12 titles, which will be available
for the Year 8 students.

Activities in the LRC

We are very pleased with the support we have received from a large group of students — the LRC Assistants. These
students come in early or give up a break or lunchtime to help us manage the LRC. Their assistance is invaluable.
A special thank you also to the students who help after school — labelling and covering books and generally keeping
order. We hope these students will continue to help in the LRC next year and also assist with the training of the new
year 7 students. Students continue to make good use of the LRC after school. As well as completing homework
and working on projects, we have a book group and a touch typing class. Both of these activities will continue next
year and we will be adding a DfES sponsored “Computer Club for Girls”. More details will be available in September.

All students will be encouraged to choose books for holiday reading before the end of term. Have a wonderful
summer break and HAPPY READING !

Mrs Eirwen Smith
LRC Manager



An extended school is one which provides access to a range of services and activities, often be-
yond the school day, to help meet the needs of children, parents and the wider community.

Extended Schools Services in Hillingdon.

In order that schools in Hillingdon can provide the Extended Services in and around Schools
they have been grouped in “Clusters” which are located in a “Ward” of Hillingdon. The
“community” they serve may well extend beyond Hillingdon. Children and young people who at-
tend schools in Hillingdon live in neighbouring Wards and Authorities and these are part of the
wider community.

Ruislip High School

Ruislip High School has been designated as a Hub School for the Manor, Cavendish and West
Ruislip Wards. The school will work in collaboration with:

Whiteheath Infant and Junior
Bishop Winnington Ingram,
Field End Infant and Junior
Lady Bankes Infant, and Junior,
St Swithun Wells,

Sacred Heart,

Newnham Infant and Junior.

In addition Ruislip High will work closely with Ruislip Gardens Primary School, due to its
proximity and close ties

Sharper focus on meeting their needs

Higher levels of attendance

Increased motivation and self esteem

Specialist support to meet pupils’ wider needs

Access to additional facilities and equipment to enhance learning
Improved attitude to learning

Growing up in a community where learning is valued

Greater personalisation

More opportunities for the gifted and talented, and pupils with SEN

Greater availability of specialist support services in their neighbourhood
Greater levels of parental involvement in children’s learning
Creation of local learning and job opportunities

Increased responsiveness to community needs

Better access to specialist services

Improved local availability of sports, arts, libraries and other facilities
Opportunities for intergenerational initiatives

Better supervision of children out of school hours

Reduced levels of anti-social behaviour

Better utilisation of resources



Our aim, by 2010, is to provide core extended services which all children should be able to ac-
cess:

high quality 8am-6pm childcare provided on the school site or through other local
providers

a varied menu of activities, including study support — such as homework clubs, sports,
music tuition, arts and crafts, visits to museums, business and enterprise activities

parenting support — including information sessions and family learning activities
swift and easy referral to a wide range of specialist support services

wider community access to school facilities — including ICT, sports and arts facilities and
adult learning opportunities.

Whilst it is important that extended services are shaped to meet the needs of pupils, parents and
community, this core offer will be developed to ensure that all children and parents have access
to a minimum of services and activities.

However, the core offer is only the minimum we intend to provide. We intend to work closely
with parents, children and others to shape our activities around the needs of our community and
we may choose to provide extra services in response to demand.

Summer of Sport - London 07

Ruislip Summer Action

Date: 23 to 27 July

Time: 10am to 3pm

Location: Ruislip High School, Sidmouth Drive, Ruislip, Middlesex HA4 0BY

Borough: Hillingdon

Ages: 10 to 16yrs

Cost: Free

What to bring: Suitable kit and footwear for sport plus packed lunch and drink

Description: This week long event is organised by Hillingdon Police and is aimed at local young
people (10 -16yrs) encouraging them to take up sports and raising their awareness of the sport and
leisure opportunities available in Hillingdon. Why not come along and try out a new sport at one of
our taster sessions or improve your skills at one of the coaching classes. All abilities and back-
grounds are welcome. Featured Sports include: Volleyball, Basketball, Netball, Hockey, Football,
Tennis, Badminton, Table Tennis, Cricket, Archery, Rugby, Karate, Judo and lots more.

Contact: For further information or to register your interest please contact PC Doug Dewey via



SCHOOL DAY

Next year we are introducing a split lunch break, Year 7 will have lunch at 1.00 pm and Year 8
will have their lunch at the normal time of 1.20 pm. This change has been introduced in order
that the restaurant can cater for the increased number of students. There will also be a change
in the time we have assemblies and tutorials. The start and end of the school have remained
unchanged.

We are beginning to look at the timing of the school day for 2009 so that we can accommodate
our Key Stage 4 curriculum. One possibility might be that Year 10 and 11 students may have a
slightly longer school day with lessons finishing at 4.00 pm. We will of course consult parents
and students on this idea and other possibilities over the coming year.

Warning
Start Finish Buzzer
School Begins | 8.15 8.15
Staff/Student Contact Time 8.15 8.30
Period 1 8.30 9.30 8.30
Movement 9.30 9.35
Period 2 9.35 10.35 9.35
Break | 10.35 10.55 10.50
Period 3 | 10.55 11.55 10.55
Movement | 11.55 12.00
Period4 | 12.00 13.00 12.00
Year 7 Lunch (KS3) | 13.00 13.40 13.35
Year 8 Tutorial/Assembly 13.00 13.20
Year 7 Tutorial/Assembly 13.40 14.00
Year 8 Lunch (KS4) | 13.20 14.00 13.55
Period 5 | 14.00 15.00
End of School | 15.00 15.00
Extra-Curricular Activities | 15.00 18.00 17.45

After School Clubs

Students at Ruislip High enjoy a wide range of after school clubs that normally run without fail,
week in week out. However, on occasion it is necessary to cancel a club at very short notice
due to unforeseen circumstances. It is important that you discuss with you child what course of
action they should take if this should happen.

Some suggested options are:

-The student can go into the LRC to work quietly until the time that would have left had the club
run as expected.

- The student can go home.
- The student can phone you from their mobile (from outside of the school grounds).

Of course, you may well have other arrangements that work for you. The important thing is that
both you and your child are aware of what they will do should an after school club be cancelled.
This is seen as an important part your child’'s development and one of the ways in which they
start to take responsibility for themselves.

Details of the autumn term opportunities will be published on our website in September.



Autumn Term 2007

Term starts
Half term holiday
Term ends

Spring Term 2008

Term starts
Half-term holiday
Bank Holiday
Bank Holiday
Term ends

Summer Term 2008

Term starts

Bank Holiday
Half term holiday
Term ends

School closed for training:

"#

Tuesday 4™ September
Week 22 "™ — 26™ October
Thursday 20" December

Monday 7" January
Week 18 ™ — 22" February
Good Friday 21 ° March*
Easter Monday 24 ™ March *
Friday 4™ April

Monday 21 April
Monday 5 " May
Week 26 ™ —30" May

Wednesday 23" July

Monday 3 September 2007

Friday 30 November 2007

Monday 3 December 2007

Friday 15 February 2008
Monday 23 June 2008

* NB in 2008 Easter occurs during the Spring term a  nd therefore
students will only be off from school for the two B

ank Holidays




ParentPay

We are trying to encourage all parents to pay for trips etc using ParentPay via the internet. This is
the web based software that allows parents to add money to their child's Student ID card to pay for
trips as well as meals in the School Restaurant.

In the future we are considering introducing a hand ling charge for cash brought into school.

This is because we are incurring increasing costs a  ssociated with the handling and banking
of cash.

All families will have received a user id and password from the school to allow them to login in to the
ParentPay website. If you are unable to gain access to the internet, payments can be made at
school via our computers. If you forget you have forgotten your id or password, please contact Sue

Bristow at the school who will reset your password and re-issue your details. Access to ParentPay
is via our website www.ruisliphigh.com




Calling All Dads

Want to know how Want some tips on
to get the best out managing difficult
of your kids? behaviour?

Join us for a Triple P Positive Parenting
Seminar at the Civic Centre in Uxbridge on

Saturday, 22 " September, 10am — 4pm.

This is a free seminar for all Dads,
(Step-Dads, Grandads, Foster Dads)

Lunch will be provided, but places are limited
and will be offered on a First Come First
Served basis.

To reserve your place contact
Parent Partnership Service on:

Tel: 01895 277001
e-mail: nbarber@hillingdon.gov.uk



Ruislip

FOR PARENTS OF 2008

INTAKE ONLY High

School

The Headteacher, staff and pupils invite you to ou

Open Evening
Tuesday 18th September 2007 5.00 pm onwards
for tours and a chance to hear the Headteacher's ad  dress at
5.30 pm, 7.00 pm or 8.15 pm

Join us in creating Ruislip High School’s ethos of excellence, aspiration
and the love of learning.
Our ambition is to provide inspirational secondary education

for all our pupils







