Geography at Ruislip High School

Through two Geography lessons per week from Years 7 to 9, students develop knowledge and understanding about places and environments at home and abroad. Through this they focus on key skills in literacy, decision-making and delivering presentations. An emphasis is also placed on ICT-related skills and using a variety of software packages.

Students learn about some of the most topical issues we often see in the news, including climate change; the sustainability of different energy resources; and the impacts of global population growth.

Year 7 topics include:

· Atlas Literacy: As well as recognising countries and continents, students learn the meanings of key regional terms such as Middle East, Sub-Saharan Africa and Pacific Rim. They also learn how to locate places using latitude and longitude.

· Map Skills: Students learn map-reading skills such as understanding grid references, recognising symbols, using scale and drawing cross-sections.

· Cold Environments. Students learn about the unique environment of Antarctica and the incredible true story of Britain’s attempt to be first to the South Pole in 1911. Students also learn about the Earth’s mountain ranges, and the story of Britain’s successful bid to climb Mount Everest in 1953.
· Settlement: Students learn about the development of villages, towns and cities. They study the history of Ruislip and why it has grown, and also the locations of the world’s largest cities.
· Coasts: Students learn about how people make a living from the ocean, and how goods are transported around the world through a network of container ports. They also learn about how the Suez and Panama canals have linked the world’s oceans. Students then learn about coastal formations and how waves can both destroy and create new land. This topic ends with a project on the Jurassic Coast in Dorset, England’s only natural World Heritage Site.
· Ecosystems: Students study plants and animals of deserts, the savanna and tropical rainforests. They examine how the world’s forests have been exploited, and how we can use them in a more sustainable way.

In Years 8 and 9, topics include studying how inner city areas of London will be regenerated by the 2012 Olympics; why the level of development between countries varies so widely; the global tourism industry; earthquakes and volcanoes; and an in-depth study of Brazil.

Geography is nationally a popular GCSE and A-Level subject, and well-regarded by employers for developing students’ work-related skills. It will be a GCSE option from Year 10 onwards.
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