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Drama is a creative and practical art form which has an important role to play in the personal development of our students. The skills and qualities developed by students in Drama, such as concentration, team work, leadership, self-discipline and individual confidence are assets in all subjects and all areas of life. Drama promotes self-esteem and provides all students with a sense of achievement regardless of academic ability.  By stimulating their imagination and allowing students to explore issues and experiences in a safe and supportive environment. 

Throughout KS3 students will develop their concentration, team work, individual confidence and self control while exploring several aspects of the subject. As well as understanding the language of theatre as part of culture, Drama develops social skills and provides the opportunity for students to understand human concerns and relationships.  

Drama at Ruislip High school follows government guidelines, Arts Council directives and adheres to aspects of the National Curriculum for English.  Students, therefore, develop the following skills during KS3: acting; devising; improvisation; communication; co-operation; group work; elements of design; script work and evaluation. 
At the end of each unit of work, pupils are assessed using the three aspects which are examined at GCSE level Making, Performing, Responding and Evaluating.  Pupils are encouraged to consider all aspects of the assessment and consider how the process is as important as the product or final result.  Particular emphasis is therefore placed on pupils evaluating their own work and the accomplishments of their peers.  This enables students to set personal targets to raise their attainment and extend their success. Pupils will study the following topics, each lasting half a term.

· Mime

· Storytelling (an introduction to explorative strategies) – The Fairground

· Lost Valley (Problem Solving, Team-work and Logic) 

· Script Work

· Mystery and Suspense 

· Shakespeare – A Midsummer Nights Dream 

The Drama Department at Ruislip High supports and encourages extra-curricular activities, therefore, there are Drama clubs which run to extend pupils experience of the subject and enable them develop their skills for audition.  For those pupils who do wish to pursue a career in the theatrical arts, the Drama Department seeks to support them both in and outside the classroom through a range of activities such as the school production, theatre visits and workshops with actors and playwrights.  
