
Ruislip High School Homework Policy

At Ruislip High School homework is an important part of the curriculum. Homework fosters independent learning; reinforces ideas covered in class; supports progress and prepares students for future learning. It is also encourages students to take responsibility for their own education as it requires time management and organisation.

Principles 

1. In core subjects, homework is set twice a week. In other curriculum areas, homework is set once a week. Subject directors will monitor this.
2. Longer term projects may be broken down over a number of homeworks.
3. Students and parents receive a homework timetable.

4. Homework is set at an appropriate time during the lesson, not at the end of the lesson.

5. When setting homework, the member of the staff will give guidance on the amount of time to be spent on the task and the expected outcomes. Guidance on homework is also provided through the tutorial programme.
6. Homework is differentiated to support and stretch all students.

7. All homework must be recorded in planners; on the rare occasion that homework is not set, students must record this.
8. All members of staff allow a reasonable amount of time between the setting of homework and its completion. 
9. To monitor students’ progress, tutors check planners weekly to ensure homework is being recorded and checked by students, parents/carers.
10. Homework will be marked in accordance with the school’s Marking Policy.

11. It is anticipated that departments will post homework tasks, support and advice on the school website.
12. Failure to complete homework will be followed up by the member of staff who will implement the early warning system. 

Types of Homework may include
· Research with a clear focus

· Thinking homeworks to prepare for the following lesson

· Reading

· Creative development/planning ideas

· Revision

· Redrafting – related to a specific target

· Practice exercises

· Note-making

· Model/Poster making

· Preparing for a presentation

Where ever possible, homework will not be used to merely complete classwork.
Guidance for Students

· Always record your homework clearly in your student planner, remember to include the due date!

· When no homework is set, always write ‘None Set’. 

· Try to make sure you understand the homework before leaving the classroom. If you don’t, make sure you arrange to see the member of staff at 8.15am before the day the homework is due in.
· Use the school website to help you with your homework.

· Get into the habit of doing, or at least starting your homework on the day it is set, rather than leaving it until the night before.

· Always find a quiet place to do your homework, if you can’t find that at home – come to Homework Club.

· When you finish your homework, write down how long it took and if there were any problems next to your homework or in your planner.

· Always do your best and hand it in on time.

Guidance for Parents/Carers
Parents/Carers are vital in supporting the learning of students. You can do this best by being involved with homework. The role changes as your child gets older but there are some things that stay the same:

· Make it clear to your child that you support the school’s homework policy and that you value the importance of homework.
· Try to create a good learning environment for your child by ensuring he/she has a quiet space at a table or desk, away from the television and any other distractions.
· Check the planner to see when homework is due and sign it weekly.

· Encourage your child to start their homework when they arrive home from school, rather than putting it off until later – helping them to get into a good routine.
· If there are any problems with homework, remind your child to see the relevant member of staff at 8.15am the next day and make a note of this in their planner. If this does not resolve the situation, contact the relevant subject area.

· Encourage your child to attend the homework club.

· Praise your child for the effort they put into their homework.
Other ways you can help your child
1. Attend Parents’ Partnership sessions run after October half term for ideas on how to support homework.
2. Talk to your child about their homework, ask questions such as:


· Can you explain it to me? 

· What have you found out?

· How will that help you in your next lesson?

